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Sent out to be ambassadors of reconciliation
17th April 2016
A sermon preached by the Dean of Melbourne, the Very Revd Dr Andreas Loewe, at St Paul’s Cathedral
Melbourne on the Fourth Sunday of Easter, 17 April 2016, marking Kwibuka22 Rwanda, the twenty-second
anniversary of the end of the Rwandan Genocide:
On the evening of the day of resurrection Jesus said to his disciples: ‘And see, I am sending upon you what
my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high’ (St Luke
24.49). ‘Remain in the city’; stay in Jerusalem until you have received the gift of the Holy Spirit, Jesus told his
disciples, before he prepared to leave them. For Jesus and the disciples, Jerusalem had always been a
difficult place: it the place of most of the confrontations between Jesus his opposition, the place of his trial and
crucifixion and, in the time between his burial and his resurrection, the place where the disciples met together
in secret behind the locked doors of the upper room. Jerusalem was the place over which Jesus had shed
tears, ‘the city that kills its prophets and stones those that are sent to it’ (St Luke 13.34). Jesus’ command to
his friends to remain in the city of such grave conflict, the city that brought about and witnessed his death is
unexpected.
Where in other gospels, Jesus meets his disciples in the serenity and beauty of the shores of Lake Galilee,
returning with them to the place of where it all began; the place of the calling of the first disciples in order to recommission them for their task of ministry, in Luke’s Gospel, the disciples never drop the spiritual nets that
mark them as fishers of men, never return home to Galilee, never return to netting fish to sell at the
Capernaum market. The stories of re-commissioning that conclude the gospels of Matthew and John are not
recorded in Luke’s Gospel. Rather, in three brief verses, in the security of the locked Upper Room where the
frightened disciples had gathered, Jesus unfolds to them the entirety of God’s story of reconciliation for the
world:
These are my words that I spoke to you when I was still with you—that everything written about me in
the law of Moses, the prophets and the psalms must be fulfilled’. Then he opened their minds to
understand the Scriptures, and said to them: ‘Thus it is written that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise
again from the dead on the third day; and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed
in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem’ (St Luke 24.44b-47).
What in Mathew’s and John’s Gospels takes a trip to Galilee and a failed return to their fishing business, in
Luke’s Gospel is accomplished by what must surely be the best-ever Bible Study: in the Upper Room, taught
by the risen Christ, the Word of God made flesh to overcome death. And indeed Jesus’ opening the Scriptures
to the disciples has an immediate and transformational effect: the disciples’ belief in the life-giving, lifechanging power of the resurrection is confirmed, and they are transformed from a frightened band of bereft
followers to a group of bold believers. They are transformed to become the nucleus of the Jerusalem church,
and to be apostles of the good news of God’s reconciling love: people who are ready to go and share the love
of God with all people, regardless of whether they are Jews and already belong to the people of God, or
whether they had previously been excluded from God’s covenant, as we heard in our first reading.
The disciples had witnessed an amazing thing: God himself was crucified and raised; God himself unfolds his
Word to them; God himself commissions them to speak of their witness of these events. And in doing so, he
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equips them to overcome not only their own fears and shortcomings, but enables them to begin the work of
transformation in the city that sought his death: Jerusalem, too, is to be transformed. The city that ‘kills its
prophets and stones the apostles’ is to become a place where the message reconciliation and forgiveness is
to be first preached, and from where that message will be made known to all people.
In their mission, the making known of the transformational power of the resurrection, the disciples themselves
change as much as the city: Jerusalem is no longer the holy place for one select people, one chosen elite, but
has become the holy city for the entire human family. It is from here that the message of new life, new hope
and the promise of the Spirit of transformation is to be made known to the whole globe. And the mere fact that
some 2000 years later we are able to hear and reflect on this message some 15,000 miles away from
Jerusalem is testament to the effectiveness and faithfulness of the disciples’ witness.
The earthly Jerusalem remains a place of conflict, a place of quashed hopes, a place where people continue
to suffer (and sometimes even die) because of their beliefs. There are many earthly Jerusalems. Only twentytwo years ago Rwanda was one of them. Among those Jerusalems are places of deep-rooted conflict that are
known only too well to us: Syria and Iraq, Palestine and Israel, the South Sudan and Somalia, the Ukraine and
Afghanistan, and many more. They are places where people continue to suffer hardship, places where people
are in emotional turmoil, places where people feel that they have no hope, places where people share in the
feelings of that band of abandoned, hopeless disciples before the risen Lord Jesus appeared to them and
opened their minds to the message of the resurrection, the message of forgiveness and reconciliation. Some
of those places may be real cities, some of them may be entire nations, some of them may be situations,
some may be places in our hearts and minds.
The message of Easter, the message that reconciliation can be real, speaks into all these cities—
geographical or internal: ‘remain in the city and proclaim the message of forgiveness in the name of the one
who sends upon us what his Father promised; the gift of the life-giving, the life-changing Holy Spirit’. It is a
message that we have seen lived out in Rwanda, where the work of reconciliation has led to the
transformation of a nation where genocide was a bloody reality less than a generation ago, into a place where
the values of equality and reconciliation are underpinned by a vision of hope in a better future, dignity for each
individual and shared prosperity for all Rwandans. It is a message that we have seen lived out in the work of
the peace and reconciliation commission in South Africa, and the peace process between republicans and
unionists in Northern Ireland. It is a message for today as much as for the past, with the stories of hope from
Rwanda, South Africa and Ireland as encouragement from the recent past for our own future mission.
The work of reconciliation that the risen Christ linked with his promise of peace as he appeared for the final
time to his disciples, is the mission of the Church. We are to be ambassadors of the message of reconciliation,
the life- and situation-transforming work of the resurrection, in our own communities. That work is costly, and
can be painful, as we recall and truthfully acknowledge past hurt and conflict. It is a work to which this
Cathedral community is committed fully: both by honouring those who work for reconciliation overseas as in
Rwanda, as we do tonight, as well as by actively contributing to the work of reconciliation at home, in
particular through our providing a place of welcome to Anglicans throughout our state; by our engagement
with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, and our honouring our indigenous past; and by our work
of providing a welcome to recent migrants and refugees who, having left behind the conflicts – the Jerusalems
- of overseas, look for a new beginning, a new hope for the future, for dignity and the chance to build up a
meaningful life again.
The work of reconciliation started in a place of abject conflict where death was such a well-founded reality that
it could only be defeated by death itself. From that place of conflict and death, transformed by the king of life, it
spread across the globe, as a gift to all peoples. However, unless that work is underpinned by the active work
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of its messengers in every generation, it remains futile. I invite you to join in the work of reconciliation that was
Christ’s gift to the world, and has been modelled for us in the recent past by Rwanda’s transformation as a
nation. Be ambassadors, be messengers of that work in the communities of which you are a part. This Eastertide, in it is my prayer for you and for me that God would embolden us to become witnesses of the
transforming power of the resurrection, that he would equip us to speak his message of reconciliation and
forgiveness into the dark and hopeless places of our cities—both the city that surrounds us and the city that
lies within us—and that God would bless us, and clothe us with power from on high.
And so may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15.13). Amen.
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