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The writer of the book of Ecclesiastes wrote “There is nothing new under the sun” (Eccles. 1:9). This
ancient proverb has found its way into our everyday speech such that I suspect most people who use
it, wouldn’t know it came from the Bible. Yet its truth is self evident in many ways. Not the least of
which is the truth of the reality of sin in the world.
It is perhaps not very politically correct to preach about sin. I think that many folk would rather hear
sermons about God’s love and kindness, about our duty to love others, about God’s faithfulness …
and so the list could go on, but preaching about sin isn’t all that palatable.
Yet I would argue that sin is without doubt, the greatest problem facing women and men today, just as
it has been since men and women first disobeyed God as recounted in the story of Adam and Eve in
the first chapters of the book of Genesis.
Here in the twenty-first century we live daily with news of domestic violence, of bullying in schools,
families and the workplace. World leaders speak of “alternative facts”, politicians lie on oath and fall
from grace when their lying is revealed. We suffer from young people being radicalised by all kinds of
evil philosophies. Drug addiction, and alcohol addiction are causing increasing dilemmas for families,
schools, universities and governments. We are scandalized by the daily revelations of sexual and
other abuse of children and young people by clergy, teachers, sports coaches, carers and family
members. We face the reality of national heroes who once were the praise of the nation being
disgraced because their lives have fallen in a heap.
I am sure that every one of us can think of a family member or friend who, despite being brought up in
a good and caring environment, has fallen into situations that are abusive, or hateful, or whose lives
have been destroyed because they have fallen into an unrighteous lifestyle.
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And of course this is not to mention far greater national sin – terrorism, wars, persecution, torture, or
the poor being ignored by the filthy rich in the world who seem to be blind to poverty, starvation and
cruelty.
All of the above causes the most terrible broken relationships between people: within families, within
communities, between nations. Worst of all, right relationships with the loving, caring and forgiving
God whom we seek to worship, are broken.
You don’t have to be a historian to know that none of this is new in our world. It is true, that certainly
when it comes to sin, there is nothing new under the sun.
It is also true that none of us is exempt from the influence of sin in our own lives. I think it was Luther
who said the most sin is committed in secret. If the secrets of our lives were made public, we would
all be ashamed.
The prophet Isaiah addressed the problem of sin in our Old Testament reading this evening.
Throughout the book of Isaiah, the prophet addressed the problem that the people of Israel were the
covenant people of God, yet they had ceased to live the way that God demanded from his covenant
people. And right from chapter one of Isaiah, he didn’t pull any punches; in Isaiah 1:21 and following
he writes:
21 How the faithful city has become a whore!
She that was full of justice, righteousness lodged in her—
but now murderers!
22 Your silver has become dross, your wine is mixed with water.
23 Your princes are rebels and companions of thieves.
Everyone loves a bribe and runs after gifts. They do not defend the orphan, and the widow’s cause
does not come before them.
In verses 14 and 15 of chapter 59 that we read tonight, Isaiah bemoans:
14
“Justice is turned back, and righteousness stands at a distance; for truth stumbles in the
public square, and uprightness cannot enter.
15
Truth is lacking, and whoever turns from evil is despoiled.
The LORD saw it, and it displeased him that there was no justice.”
St Paul writing to the Romans which we read as our second reading tonight, wrote:
For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Rom 3:22 – 23).
That sin exists amongst us, that it is the cause of all that is bad, wrong and distasteful in the world, is
one thing, but if that is where an examination of sin were to stop, it leaves us in a very, very dark
place.
But we need not be left in such a place. Because the wonderful, life transforming, good news is that
in the face of all this, there is a God who loved the world so much, that he provided a way to deal with
sin and its consequences.
As Paul wrote in Romans, chapter six, “… the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom. 6:23).
Throughout the book of Isaiah, the prophet foretold of a Servant who would come to bring salvation to
the covenant people. This servant was from God, because there was no person who could redeem
the people from their sinful state.
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Returning to our Old Testament reading, in Isaiah 59.15-16 we read: “The LORD saw it, and it
displeased him that there was no justice. He saw that there was no one, and was appalled that there
was no one to intervene; so his own arm brought him victory, and his righteousness upheld him.”
Isaiah is saying that God saw the sinfulness of his people and it saddened Him that there was no
justice, no righteousness. He saw too that there was no one who could restore the situation to
righteousness and so his own arm brought him the victory.
A little later he writes, “and he will come to Zion as Redeemer, to those in Jacob who turn from
transgression, says the LORD.” (Is. 59:20).
Through New Testament eyes we know that this Redeemer who redeems those who turn from their
transgression (that is repent), is the Lord Jesus Christ.
Paul wrote in our New Testament reading:“… they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood,
effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he
had passed over the sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.” (Rom 3: 24-26)
My friends. Sin is a reality. Sin destroys. Sin spoils relationships. Sin breaks down.
But the wonderful news is that when Jesus died for us on the cross, he paid the price of sin. As Paul
said, the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
There is a solution to the effect of sin in the world. Jesus died so that sinners might be forgiven. This
is nothing that we deserve. We cannot earn forgiveness; it is given as a gift to anyone who will accept
it through faith. But like all gifts, the gift has no value to me or you personally if we do not accept it
and use it.
So let me ask you tonight: Have you accepted this gift? It is the most wonderful gift that you will ever
be offered. It is free. It is for you. If you haven’t accepted it, I urge you to do so tonight. God waits
with arms outstretched to welcome sinners home, to forgive them and to restore them to eternal life.
Praise his name!
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