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What counts as a good life for Cities? 
What answers are offered by Science, Religion & Culture? 

 

 

Why this topic? 
 

 Cities are the world’s engines of economic growth, accounting for 70% of global Gross Domestic Product 
and even more as the balance of the world’s population tips from  50% to 70% urban between now and 
2050.   
 
Cities represent the majority of greenhouse gas emissions (pdf), combined sewage overflows, and air 
pollutants. Meanwhile, urbanites experience many of the worst effects of the steady decline in ecological 
function. In 2013 alone, China’s poor air quality shut down Harbin, a city of 11 million people, and crippled 
the capital city of Beijing. 
 
The notes and links provided as a resource to teachers in enabling students to explore these different 
accounts of cities in Australia and to think about which of these reports best helps them answer the 
question – What counts as a good life for cities? 

 
There are four parts to these notes 

I   
Professor Rob Adams on Melbourne 

 
II 

Liveable Cities 
 

III 
Smart Cities and Resilient Cities 

 
IV 

What if anything does Science, Religion and Culture have to say about this question? 
What counts as a good life for Cities? 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PART I 
  

Professor Rob Adams on Melbourne 
 

Rob is currently the Director City Design at the City of Melbourne and the Vice Chair of the Urbanization 
Council of the World Economic Forum. 

 
Go to:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZYJpdH-VGwc      This colourful TEDx clip of Rob Adams gives an  
            overview of what is happening in Melbourne to accommodate a large increase in population  
 
Questions 
.  List three new things you learned about the history of cities from the Industrial Revolutiony. 
.  How many people will be living in cities globally by 2050?  What is the expected population of Melbourne in 2022?  
.  What did Rob Adams mean by the “7.5% City?” 
.  Rob Adams said ‘We have to take the fear out of where we are going’. 
       . What was one of the suggestions for how to do this? 
       . What else would you do? 
.   Rob Adams quotes Einstein – “We can solve problems using the same kind of thinking we used when we created them.” 
       . Can you think of examples where you or people at home or at people at school have tried to solve problems using   
         (a) the same old thinking;  or (b) new thinking? 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.fastcodesign.com/1669244/by-2050-70-of-the-worlds-population-will-be-urban-is-that-a-good-thing
http://www.fastcodesign.com/1669244/by-2050-70-of-the-worlds-population-will-be-urban-is-that-a-good-thing
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CCgQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oecd.org%2Fdataoecd%2F30%2F36%2F44232251.pdf&ei=EQxuVLDZIK7bsASelIC4Bg&usg=AFQjCNEFwa9kaMMlhUPSlww8T3O3YmcX7A&sig2=mIJUXlH9sVCsZvBcynUk9Q&bvm=bv.80120444,d.cWc
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/10/21/us-china-smog-idUSBRE99K02Z20131021
http://world.time.com/2013/02/28/spring-sandstorms-add-to-chinas-bad-air-misery/
http://world.time.com/2013/02/28/spring-sandstorms-add-to-chinas-bad-air-misery/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZYJpdH-VGwc
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PART II 

 

LIVEABLE CITIES 
 

Would a ‘liveable city’ offer a model for what counts as a good life for cities? 
 
 

Melbourne has been named the most liveable city in the world in 2014 – this is the fourth time in a row. 
About two weeks later Canberra was named the best city in the world. 

How did this come about?  
 

The announcements come from two different surveys!   Melbourne’s rating comes from the Economist. 
Canberra’s rating comes from the OECD (Organisation for Economic Development) 

 
MELBOURNE   Overview:   http://pages.eiu.com/rs/eiu2/images/Liveability_rankings_2014.pdf  

 
Here is a report in the Sydney Morning Herald on Melbourne as world’s most liveable city. 
http://www.smh.com.au/business/melbourne-judged-worlds-most-liveable-city-20110830-1jjaq.html 
 
The rating concerning Melbourne came from the Economist weekly magazine and prepared by the Economist 
Intelligence Unit (EIU).  According to the EIU, every city is assigned a rating of relative comfort for over 30 
qualitative and quantitative factors across five broad categories:  
 
                    Category                           Contribution to overall rating 
 

                    Stability                                      25% weighting 
                    Healthcare                                20% weighting 
                    culture and environment       25% weighting            
                    education                                  10% weighting 
                    infrastructure                           25%  weighting 
 
For the main interest driving the report go to the summary link above (p.5). 
For the 30 factors covering the five broad categories go to the summary link above (pp.6-7).   

 
CANBERRA   Overview: http://www.oecdregionalwellbeing.org/index.html 

 
The rating concerning Canberra came from the Organisation for Economic Development (OECD) and was 
prepared by OECD Regional Wellbeing group.  A region is the next subdivision under a nation as a whole –  
e.g. states or in Australia the Northern Territory and Australian Capital Territory, which is Canberra.  As a city 
Canberra is also an OECD ‘region’ in its own right.  We can compare the rating by the OECD with the ‘Liveable 
City’ rating by the Economist. 
 
The OECD Regional Wellbeing survey assesses 362regions in 40 developed nations.  It uses nine categories:   
                   Health,  
                   Safety,  
                   Housing,  
                   Access to services,  
                   Civic Engagement,  
                   Education,  
                   Jobs,  
                   Environment,  
                   Income. 
 

http://pages.eiu.com/rs/eiu2/images/Liveability_rankings_2014.pdf
http://www.smh.com.au/business/melbourne-judged-worlds-most-liveable-city-20110830-1jjaq.html
http://www.oecdregionalwellbeing.org/index.html
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When you open the OECD site you will immediately see the driving interest of this report – regional wellbeing.  
The ‘Users guide to the OECD regional well-being’ tells you more.   
  
Open the page and click ‘allow’. This will offer you a map of Australia.  Click on the unmarked button for 
Canberra or open the menu for ‘search for region’ and you will immediately be offered ‘Australian Capital 
Territory’.   A display shows how Canberra is rated on each of the nine key factors.  If you click on any one of 
the factors a sidebar opens for easy to read details about that factor.   This page offers regions with similar 
well-being ratings. 

 
Questions   
 
     .      What is the driving concern behind each survey from the Economist and from the OECD? 
 
     .      Given these driving concerns which survey of cities do you think is closer to our interest in what counts  
             as a good life for cities ( why? ) 
 
     .      Using the survey you think is closer to our interests:  

                .     what different kinds of ‘goods’ are being emphasised? 

                .     which of the categories most impact on your sense of a good life? 

                .     what (if anything) you would want removed from the survey?  

                .     what (if anything) more would you want to see included in the survey ?  
 
All surveys have their uses and their limits.  Here is some research giving another view of cities in Australia. 

 
 
 
CITIES IN CRISIS IN AUSTRALIA 
 
In March 2015 the Grattan Institute in Melbourne published a review of Australian cities and came up with  
 
http://grattan.edu.au/city-limits-new-book-exposes-australias-great-city-divide-and-how-to-fix-it/  
 
 
Questions     
 

.  What issues are highlighted by the Grattan Institute review of cities in Australia? 

.  What new light (if any) does this cast on the survey you chose?    

.  If the good life for cities is about ‘wellbeing’, whose wellbeing is in view? 
   Is it the wellbeing of a few people, of all people, of all living things in the city, or  ….. ? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://grattan.edu.au/city-limits-new-book-exposes-australias-great-city-divide-and-how-to-fix-it/
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___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

PART III 
 

SMART CITIES and RESILIANT CITIES 
 
 

Would either of these types of cities offer a model for what counts as a good life for cities? 

 
 
SMART CITIES 
 
The materials provided give access to several brief accounts of high-tech ‘smart cities’  
 
Groups of students could work on one of these related sites to answer the questions below.     
 

 

 India 
 
http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2014/apr/17/india-smart-city-dholera-flood-farmers-investors  
This site also has several other interesting ‘related content’ on ‘smart cities’.   
 
 
 

 A truly smart city is more than sensors, big data and an all-seeing internet. 
 
http://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2014/nov/21/smart-city-sensors-big-data-
internet 
 
 

 The truth about smart cities 
 
http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2014/dec/17/truth-smart-city-destroy-democracy-urban-
thinkers-buzzphrase 
 
 

 Questions 
 
 .   What are the key features of a ‘smart’ city?  
 .   What are the main concerns raised about ‘smart’ cities?   
 .   What are the different ways a city can be ‘smart’? 
 .   What different ideas of a ‘good life’ for a city did you notice? 
 .   Does a ‘smart’ city offer you a model for what counts as a good life for cities? 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2014/apr/17/india-smart-city-dholera-flood-farmers-investors
http://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2014/nov/21/smart-city-sensors-big-data-internet
http://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2014/nov/21/smart-city-sensors-big-data-internet
http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2014/dec/17/truth-smart-city-destroy-democracy-urban-thinkers-buzzphrase
http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2014/dec/17/truth-smart-city-destroy-democracy-urban-thinkers-buzzphrase
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RESILIENT CITIES   - 100 Resilient Cities  1  
 

City Resilience is the capacity of individuals, communities, institutions, businesses, and systems 
within a city to survive, adapt, and grow no matter what kinds of chronic stresses and acute shocks 
they experience. 

Shocks include earthquakes, fires, floods, disease outbreaks, terrorist attacks,  …. . 
 
Stresses weaken the fabric of a city on a day to day or cyclical basis, including high unemployment; 
an overtaxed or inefficient public transportation system; endemic violence; or chronic food and 
water shortages.  
 
By addressing both the shocks and the stresses, a city becomes more able to respond to adverse 
events, and is overall better able to deliver basic functions in both good times and bad, to all 
populations. 
 
The following link gives an accessible account the Resilient City 
 
http://www.100resilientcities.org/?source=100RC_Guardian_MPU_9.22&utm_medium=display&ut
m_campaign=100RC_Guardian_MPU_9.22 
 
 

 Questions  
  .  What are the four factors used to discuss resilient cities? 
  . Can you identify an example of each factor in Melbourne helping Melbourne be a resilient city? 
  .  What produces the shocks? 
  .  What produces the stresses?   
  .  What can we do to prevent either the shocks or the stress? Should this be a priority? 
  .  Would you be able to live a good life outside of large cities? 
   
   
 

WOULD EITHER OF THESE TYPES OF CITIES OFFER A MODEL 
FOR WHAT COUNTS AS A GOOD LIFE FOR CITIES? 

 
 

IF YOU HAD TO CHOOSE WOULD YOU GO FOR  
A SMART CITY OR A RESILIENT CITY? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1
 100 Resilient Cities - Pioneered by the Rockefeller Foundation (100RC) is dedicated to helping cities around the world  

   become more resilient to the physical, social and economic challenges that are a growing part of the 21st century.  
 

http://www.100resilientcities.org/?source=100RC_Guardian_MPU_9.22&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=100RC_Guardian_MPU_9.22
http://www.100resilientcities.org/?source=100RC_Guardian_MPU_9.22&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=100RC_Guardian_MPU_9.22
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________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PART IV 
 
 
What does Science, Religion and Culture have to say (if anything) in answer to this question, 

What counts as a good life for cities? 
 
 
The impact of SCIENCE  & TECHNOLOGY on the building and functioning of cities is very clear from 
all of the above.  But there is more.  In October 2010 two physicists published a paper in the leading 
scientific journal Nature.  In two pages they presented ‘A Unified Theory of Urban Living’.   The 
authors’ claim is the empirical survey of urbanisation reveals that, “Surprisingly,  size is the major 
determinant of most characteristics of a city; history, geography and design have secondary roles.”2 
 
Their key finding is that for every 100% increase in population there is 115% in socio-economic  
‘goods’ and ‘bads’.    The ‘goods’ include things like wages or the number of educational and 
research institutes and the ‘bads’ include crime rates, traffic congestion, incidence of certain 
diseases.  “The good, the bad and the ugly come as an integrated, predictable, package.”3 This was 
widely reported for example in The New York Times in 2010 and in the Economist in 2012.  This is 
‘urban physics’ and with vast data gathering and computing facilities turns cities into laboratories, 
giving us “an integrated, quantitative, predictive, science based understanding of the dynamics, 
growth and organisation of cities.” 4     “The difference between ‘policy as usual’ and policy led by a 
new quantitative understanding of cities may well be the choice between creating a “planet of 
slums” or finally achieving a sustainable, creative, prosperous, urbanized world expressing the best 
of the human spirit.”5  
 
Another relevant   scientific study was produced by two epidemiologists Richard Wilkinson and Kate 
Pickett who reported in The Spirit Level, Why more equal societies almost always do better, (Allen 
Lane, 2009): “On almost every index of quality of life, or wellness, or deprivation, there is a gradient 
showing a strong correlation between a country's level of economic inequality and its social 
outcomes. Almost always, Japan and the Scandinavian countries are at the favourable "low" end, 
and almost always, the UK, the US and Portugal are at the unfavourable "high" end, with Canada, 
Australasia and continental European countries in between.”   (The Guardian 14 March 2009).  A 
good review is at 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Spirit_Level:_Why_More_Equal_Societies_Almost_Always_Do_Better .  

The authors have responded in writing to criticisms, but make the point that book draws on peer 
reviewed published articles.   Given the large proportion of people living in cities these results  
 
Finally, another scientific contribution to our question is the research showing the long term effects 
on people of their moving to greener urban areas.    “This research has shown that moving to 
greener urban areas is associated with sustained mental health improvements, suggesting that 
environmental policies to increase urban green space may have sustainable public health benefits.”  
http://www.ecehh.org/research-projects/urban-green-effects/  
 
 

                                                           
2
 Bettencourt L. and West G., (2O10) ‘Unified Theory of Urban Living’, Nature 467, 912-913. 

   http://www.cabdyn.ox.ac.uk/complexity_PDFs/Publications%202010/Nature_Cities.pdf  
3
 Ibid, 913. 

4
 Ibid. 912.    

5
 Ibid. 913. See also the discussion in B.Gleeson, The Urban Condition, (London, Routledge, 2014), 5,67f. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Spirit_Level:_Why_More_Equal_Societies_Almost_Always_Do_Better
http://www.ecehh.org/research-projects/urban-green-effects/
http://www.cabdyn.ox.ac.uk/complexity_PDFs/Publications%202010/Nature_Cities.pdf
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These scientific works reveal  relevant facts to do with what we value as ‘good’ or reject as ‘bad’ 
about the life of a city.  The science is very helpful in informing and strengthening our ideas about 
what counts as a good life for a city and helps us make good decisions.  
    
What does CULTURE  have to say to our question?  What counts as a good life for a city is to do with 
the common good.  This includes the things in the city that we all need to be working ‘for us’ to help 
us all get on with our lives individually and together –  energy, transport, health,  education and 
finance systems.  The common good also includes the common interest in allowing for a wide range 
of ‘differences’ among people which leads to different interests, as well as differences of wealth, 
knowledge and power.  It is easy to see that the common good can include conflicting interests.  
 
This assumes that what we want to embody in our life is indeed good.  But it can be ambiguous.  For 
example, one thing that is being embodied literally is endemic obesity.  The fast food that was 
supposed to be a ‘good’ turns out to be ambiguous.   Can you think of other examples, including 
what was feared as ‘bad’ but turned out to be ‘good’? 
 
Here are some examples of our culture contributing to and reflecting the ideas and images of the 
good we want to see embodied in the life of our city, that it may be better embodied in our own 
living. 
 
Recall Rob Adams’ presentation on Melbourne.  The great Australian dream of everyone living in 
their own home with front and back gardens and the individual freedom represented by the motor 
car has led to the continuing geographic expansion of Melbourne.  Also locating homes well away 
from work places has meant the daily lengthy trip to and from work.   These inhabit our imagination 
and stir our desires for these goods, even to the point where we feel we would be ‘lost’ without 
them. 
 
The Grattan Report showed how this has produced enormous problems.  Rob Adams tells us of 
plans enacted to provide more dwellings close to transport routes for a greatly expanded population 
without expanding the spread of Melbourne.  Will this need and lead to a different Australian 
dream?   
 
There are other cultural themes which inform our ideas on what counts as a good life for a city.  
 
You can see this from the discussion of the ‘Smart City’ which especially highlights the impacts of 
digital technology as one account of the good to be embodied and lived in such a city.  This is the 
vision of a culture driven and controlled by large corporations.  The alternatives discussed above,  
offer a different account of the good to be embodied in the life of a city and include a different 
approach to using digital technology.    
 
Another theme in our culture is indicated by the symbol 24/7.  Melbourne’s Lord Mayor would like 
Melbourne to be a 24/7 City.  Always on the go, always being connected, only needing to ‘touch and 
go’, always open for business of one kind or another.   Is this good? Is it an unqualified good? Any 
downsides?  To answer these questions do you need to be able to imagine an alternative with which 
to compare it?   
 
Another cultural theme is to do with ‘Wellbeing’ – what it is, how is it measured, how is it promoted. 
The OECD assesses regional wellbeing – something broader than a city, but Canberra is a city and a 
‘region’.  The OECD uses nine factors to assess the wellbeing of Canberra and hails it as the way to 
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go. See also the YOUTUBE link to Prof Martin Seligman on wellbeing for the city of Adelaide.  
https://www.youtube.com/user/thinkersinresidence .     
 
It is clear that the life of a city is not just about buildings and material processes but about 
imagination, desire, values and human energy.  The city has a ‘heart and soul’ that needs to be cared 
for and nourished.    
 
What does RELIGION have to say about what counts as a good life for a city?  Human desire, 
imagination, values and energies are informed by beliefs and expressed in what we do.  Religion has 
been part of this process from the earliest funeral rites to the building of communities, and 
structures in which to live – homes, villages, towns and cities, but especially ‘temples’ in one form or 
another. 
 
When cities became a part of human history – by 3,000 years Before the Common Era (BCE) - the 
centre of city life was the temple.  It was seen as the centre of the cosmos, the meeting place of 
earth and heaven.  It encoded symbolically the fundamental beliefs, the root metaphors for life, the 
grand narrative of beginnings and endings, all of which framed the lives of individuals and of rulers.   
It was one of three prominent buildings in the city along with the ruler’s palace and granary storing 
food.   All of this presupposed the extensive use of the technologies of the day.   Religion was central 
to defining and maintaining social order until drawn into its opposite through the play of power 
leading to destruction.6 
 
According to Biblical tradition human life is ambiguous, both oriented to God and oriented to life 
defined in our own terms apart from God.   The city was (and is) as ambiguous as any other aspect of 
human life and subject to divine judgment against the desire to replace God by building a tower 
reaching to heaven (Genesis 11).  Divine judgement was also directed against injustice systematically 
done to the poor, the orphan and the widow.   This ‘disorder’ was due to worshipping gods that 
unlike Yahweh, did not love justice.    
 
According to the prophets like Jeremiah people were exiled from Jerusalem to Babylon in the sixth 
century BCE as divine judgement against the life of the city, with its persistent failure to live faithfully 
and justly within God’s covenant.   Jeremiah (29: 7) also said that God directed the Jews in exile to 
seek the peace and prosperity of the city of Babylon and to pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its 
prosperity they would prosper. 
 
Many centuries later Saint Augustine (a Christian theologian in the 4th century in the common era) in 
his The City of God, takes up the theme of the two cities – the ‘Earthly City’ and the ‘City of God’, 
each driven by love, but two different loves. The first preoccupied with self-centred love, the latter 
with love of God and the love of neighbour.  These ‘cities’ are so entwined that they will only be 
distinguished at the end of time.   Just because someone belongs to a religious tradition doesn’t 
mean that person is automatically part of the ‘City of God’.  A person’s practice of religion may leave 
self-centred love untouched. 
 
Augustine said that our hearts are restless till they find their rest in God. Many religious traditions 
would agree with these words.   Would the 24/7 City express this restlessness? 
 
Augustine’s view was that in the ‘secular’ time, between Christ’s first and final coming all institutions 
and structures are provisional. This is in contrast to any monopoly of power that seeks to impose 
itself as if it had the ‘last word’, a powerful form of self-love.   A monopoly of power, whether 

                                                           
6
   L.Mumford, The City in History, Its Origins, Its Transformations, and Its Prospects, (Penguin Books, 1991), Chp 2. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/thinkersinresidence
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pursued by religion, the state or the market, is idolatry –  a good corrupted by inflated self-love to 
become a false god.    
 
Monotheistic religions believe in the God who freely holds the whole universe in existence. Our 
world is a gift.  So ‘grace’ is a large theme which these religious traditions express in various ways. 
The world freely created by God is ‘good’, meaning ‘beautiful’ and ‘fitting’ for the human scale of 
life.  These are values to be embedded in what and how human beings create, including cities, with  
God given creative powers.   
 
Similarly God gives the life producing earth for all humankind to live on so that all can live a good life 
in the ‘image of God’.  This is the ‘common good’. This is a fundamental aspect of living justly.   The 
good earth is a common inheritance for all forms of life to be handed on to following generations. 
When human beings worship ‘gods’ that deny grace, beauty, the fitting human scale, and the justice 
of the common good, then human beings are degraded (Psalm 115) and so too the good earth.7   
This recalls Augustine’s ‘two cities’.    
 
Recently the Brotherhood of St Lawrence invited Maurice Glasman to speak on ‘The Common Good’.  
He was advocating, 
 
“ a politics of relationships and civic peace that views our natural environment and institutions as a 
shared inheritance to be strengthened and honoured rather than to be exploited and managed. It 
retrieves exiled traditions and wishes to place relationships, resilience and reciprocity into our 
welfare system; virtue, vocation and value into the economy; and solidarity, status and subsidiarity 
into our politics.  The common good is part of the big story that is happening but there is also a 
necessity for a renewal at    the roots of our society, a learning of an old truth, which is that if society 
has no power it will be exploited by both the state and the market.” 
 
http://www.bsl.org.au/fileadmin/user_upload/files/corporate_documents/speeches/Glasman_The_
common_good_Sambell_Oration_Mar2015.pdf     Lord Maurice Glasman is a member of the British 
House of Lords. 
 
 
Using these themes to think about three ‘case studies’ of life in the City of Melbourne:  

Docklands                   

In 2006, Royce Millar of The Age referred to it as a 
"wasted opportunity". 

In 2008, the City of Melbourne released a report which 
criticised Docklands' lack of transport and wind tunnel 
effect, lack of green spaces and community facilities. 

In 2009, Neil Mitchell wrote for The Age declaring 
Docklands as a planning "dud". The Lord Mayor, Robert 
Doyle, has been openly critical of Docklands, claiming in 
2009 that it lacks any form of "social glue".  

See the Brochure for more, go to: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Docklands,_Victoria#Response_and_reception      

                                                           
7
    T.J. Gorringe, The Common Good and the Global Emergency, God and the Built Environment, (Cambridge,  

     Cambridge University Press, 2011) Chp 2. 

http://www.bsl.org.au/fileadmin/user_upload/files/corporate_documents/speeches/Glasman_The_common_good_Sambell_Oration_Mar2015.pdf
http://www.bsl.org.au/fileadmin/user_upload/files/corporate_documents/speeches/Glasman_The_common_good_Sambell_Oration_Mar2015.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Age
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wind_tunnel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neil_Mitchell_(radio_announcer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Mayor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Doyle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Doyle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Docklands,_Victoria#Response_and_reception
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Fisherman’s Bend  Renewal 
 
“How not to stuff up Fisherman’s Bend. No one wants another 
Docklands. So, we need to work out how not to mess up 
Fisherman’s Bend, one of the biggest urban redevelopment projects 
anywhere ever.”  
 
Michael Short, The Age June 17, 2015  
 
See Brochure for more, go to:  http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/how-not-

to-stuff-up-fishermans-bend-20150617-ghkpvn 

 
 
 

Homelessness 
 

 
“People visibly sleeping rough on Melbourne's main streets 
'just the tip of the iceberg' of homelessness.”  
 
“Jenny Smith from the Council for Homeless Persons said 
there were about 23,000 people in Victoria without 
permanent housing and about 1,000 without any shelter.” 

"There does seem to be more people that we're seeing 
sleeping rough, and we know that that's only the tip of the 
iceberg," she said. 

“And I would say, how could it be any other way? The sums don't add up. If you're in Melbourne, the average 
rent is $400 a week and if you're on the lowest of incomes, Centrelink, you're going to have around $250 for 
everything.” "It's very clear that it's not the individual's fault." 

Stephanie Anderson, ABC News, 9 August 2015 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-08-09/sleeping-rough-on-the-streets-of-melbourne/6682860  
 

 
Last night (8 July) in Perth, people sleeping rough were hosed down like animals.  
 
The WA Department of Culture and Arts (DCA) have installed a water sprinkling system at Perth's 
King Street Arts Centre — for the explicit purpose of drenching homeless people, forcing them to 
seek shelter elsewhere.[1] Many of the people affected carry all their possessions with them, have 
nowhere to go to dry off, and few safe spaces to sleep.  
 
As the CEO of St Vincent De Paul Society said, "You wouldn't treat a dog like that".[2]  
 
Since the news broke, the department has agreed to turn the taps off — but only because the water 
flow was meant to be a 'mist' rather than a jet stream.[3] But whether it's mist or a torrent doesn't 
matter. Water sprayed from hosepipes always has the same effect — it soaks the people below 
and the few belongings they own, it robs them of their dignity, and drives them away from a 
comparatively sheltered place to sleep.  
 
After hearing this news, Perth-based GetUp member Jarrod McKenna started a petition on GetUp's 
grassroots campaigning platform CommunityRun. Jarrod's a Teaching Pastor at Westcity Church and 
National Director of Common Grace, and he's calling on the Director General of the DCA to remove 
the system. He hopes that a big petition of public support will show the department that 

http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/how-not-to-stuff-up-fishermans-bend-20150617-ghkpvn
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/how-not-to-stuff-up-fishermans-bend-20150617-ghkpvn
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-08-09/sleeping-rough-on-the-streets-of-melbourne/6682860
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Australians want a compassionate response to homelessness, not a ruthless one.  
 
Can you help people sleeping rough in Perth by signing Jarrod's CommunityRun petition?  
 
1 in 200 Australians are homeless, and a quarter of them are under the age of 18.[4] These people 
have nowhere else to go — shamefully low funding for homeless shelters means that thousands are 
turned away each night. This leaves the street as the only place to spend the night, where they are 
vulnerable to physical assault, sexual abuse and deprivation.[5]  
 
People fleeing domestic violence, those suffering from mental illness or sexual abuse, and war 
veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder are just some of the people sleeping rough in Perth 
tonight.[6] As a government department, the DCA has a responsibility to look after those at the 
margins of society, not to drive them further away.  
 
Please join Jarrod in calling on the Director General of the DCA to stop hosing away the homeless.  
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