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Welcome to St Paul’s Cathedral, home to worshippers from more than two dozen 
nations, seat of the Anglican Primate of Australia, and home church for Anglicans in 
Melbourne and Victoria. We are delighted that you are with us today: come and 
worship with us again.  
    Whether you are Anglican, from another Christian Church or another faith 
tradition, you are warmly welcome to take part in the service. If you want to find 
out more about the Christian faith, please make yourself known to our clergy.  
    We worship on the traditional lands of the Kulin nation and we acknowledge and 
pay our respect to their elders past and present and to Aboriginal people and Torres 
Strait Islanders with us today. 

8AM BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER HOLY COMMUNION 
President and Preacher: The Revd Canon Dr Ruth Redpath, Canon Pastor 
Reader: Dorothy Willshire  
During Communion, please join in the chant, which is repeated a number of times: 

 
Marty Haugen (b.1950); Together in Song 785; reproduced with permission 

 

St Paul’s Cathedral        
Together transforming our City and Diocese 
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9AM FAMILY-STYLE EUCHARIST  
President: The Revd Canon Heather Patacca, Precentor 
Preacher: Mr Patrick Senn, Theological Student 
Reader: Joy Burman 
Intercessions: Congregation Prayers – please write down one prayer point on the 
prayer sheets provided. These will be collected during the Gradual Hymn. 
Gradual Hymn: Take my life (hymn 2, p. 11) 
Offertory Hymn: Let us break bread together (hymn 5, p. 13) 
Dismissal Hymn: Community of Christ (hymn 6, p. 13) 
Organ Postlude: Prelude in E Flat, BWV552 – J.S. Bach (1685-1750):  
Mrs Roslyn Carolane, Assistant Organist 

10.30AM CHORAL EUCHARIST  
President: The Very Revd Dr Andreas Loewe, Dean 
Preacher: The Canon Pastor 
Readers: Naomi Nayagam and Canon Colin Reilly 
Intercessor: Barbara Burge 
Processional Hymn: O worship the Lord (hymn 1, p. 10) 
Gradual Hymn: Take my life (hymn 2, p. 11) 
Offertory Hymn: We plough the fields (hymn 3, p. 11) 
Dismissal Hymn: When in our music (hymn 4, p. 12) 
Setting: Missa Brevis in D Minor, K65 – Wolfgang Mozart (1756-91) 
Psalm Chant: Responsorial: Response – Katherine Boschetti (b.1936); Chant – Henry 
Walford Davies (1869-1941) 
Communion motet: A Hymn for St Cecilia – Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 
Sing for the morning’s joy, Cecilia, sing, 
in words of youth and phrases of the Spring, 
walk the bright colonnades by fountains’ spray, 
and sing as sunlight fills the waking day; 
till angels, voyaging in upper air, 
pause on a wing and gather the clear sound 
into celestial joy, wound and unwound, 
a silver chain, or golden as your hair. 

Sing for your loves of heaven and of earth, 
in words of music, and each word a truth; 
marriage of heart and longings that aspire, 
a bond of roses, and a ring of fire. 
Your summertime grows short and fades away, 
terror must gather to a martyr’s death; 
but never tremble, the last indrawn breath 
remembers music as an echo may. 

Through the cold aftermath of centuries, 
Cecilia’s music dances in the skies; 
lend us a fragment of the immortal air, 
that with your choiring angels we may share, 
a word to light us thro’ time-fettered night, 
water of life, or rose of paradise, 
so from the earth another song shall rise 
to meet your own in heaven’s long delight. 

Organ Postlude:  Final from Organ Sonata No. 1, Op. 42 - Alexandre Guilmant (1837-
1911): Mr Mark Slavec, June Nixon Organ Scholar 



 3 

COLLECT                                     
Everliving God, before the earth was formed, and even after it shall cease to be, you 
are God. Break into our short span of life and show us those things that are eternal, 
that we may serve your purpose in all we do; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you in unity with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 

FIRST READING                                                                              Judges 4 : 1-10 
1 The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. 2So 
the Lord sold them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; 
the commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. 3 Then the 
Israelites cried out to the Lord for help; for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, 
and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly for twenty years. 4 At that time Deborah, a 
prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. 5 She used to sit under the palm 
of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the 
Israelites came up to her for judgement. 6 She sent and summoned Barak son of 
Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, ‘The Lord, the God of Israel, 
commands you, “Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the 
tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. 7 I will draw out Sisera, the general of 
Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and I 
will give him into your hand.” ’ 8 Barak said to her, ‘If you will go with me, I will go; 
but if you will not go with me, I will not go.’ 9And she said, ‘I will surely go with 
you; nevertheless, the road on which you are going will not lead to your glory, for 
the Lord will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.’ Then Deborah got up and went 
with Barak to Kedesh. 10 Barak summoned Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh; and ten 
thousand warriors went up behind him; and Deborah went up with him. 
Hear the word of the Lord: thanks be to God. 

PSALM 123 

At 8am and 9am, please join in saying the verses printed in bold.  
At 10.30am, please sing the response after the Cantor, then as indicated 

 
 

1 To you I lift up my eyes: you who are enthroned in the heavens.  Response 
2 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master: 
 or as the eyes of a maid toward the hand of her mistress, 
3 So our eyes look to the Lord our God: until he show us his mercy.  Response 
4 Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us:  
 for we have had our fill of derision. 
5 Our souls overflow with the mockery of those at ease:  
 and with the contempt of the proud. Response 
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SECOND READING                 1 Thessalonians 5 : 1-11 
1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to 
have anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of 
the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 When they say, ‘There is peace and 
security’, then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come upon 
a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4 But you, beloved, are not in 
darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5 for you are all children of light 
and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6 So then, let us not 
fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7 for those who sleep 
sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to 
the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a 
helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has destined us not for wrath but for 
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that 
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11 Therefore encourage one 
another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.  
Hear the word of the Lord: thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL READING                                               Matthew 25 : 14-30 

At 10.30am, please join in singing the Alleluia 

 
Ferial Sarum F 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to him be glory and kingship for ever.  
Alleluia!  
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew:      
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
14 ‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his 
property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to 
each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 The one who had received the 
five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17 In 
the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18 But the 
one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid 
his master’s money. 19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled 
accounts with them. 20 Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, 
bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, 
I have made five more talents.” 21 His master said to him, “Well done, good and 
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trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” 22 And the one with the 
two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; 
see, I have made two more talents.” 23 His master said to him, “Well done, good and 
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” 24 Then the one who had 
received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were a 
harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter 
seed; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have 
what is yours.” 26 But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did 
you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then you 
ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have 
received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it 
to the one with the ten talents. 29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and 
they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they 
have will be taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
For the Gospel of the Lord: praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Officiant: The Revd Canon Christopher Carolane 
Preacher: The Ven. Ray McInnes 
Readers: Tim James and Canon Colin Reilly 
Introit Hymn: When in our music (hymn 4, p. 12) 
Collection Hymn: Be thou my vision (hymn 7, p. 14) 
Dismissal Hymn: Who would true valour see (hymn 8, p. 15) 
Responses: June Nixon 
Psalm Chant: June Nixon 
Setting: Songs of Mary and Simeon – Margaret Rizza (b.1929) 
Anthem: Jesu, joy of man’s desiring – J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
Postlude: Toccata from Symphony No. 5, Op. 42 – Charles Marie Widor (1844-1937): 
Mr Lachlan Redd, Sub-Organist. 
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PSALM 90 : 1-12 
Sung by the choir 
1  Lord, thou hast been our refuge:  
  from one generation to another. 
2  Before the mountains were brought forth,  
 or ever the earth and the world were made: 
   thou art God from everlasting, and world without end. 
3  Thou turnest man to destruction: 
   again thou sayest, Come again, ye children of men. 
4  For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday: 
   seeing that is past as a watch in the night. 
5  As soon as thou scatterest them they are even as a sleep: 
   and fade away suddenly like the grass. 
6  In the morning it is green, and groweth up: 
   but in the evening it is cut down, dried up, and withered. 
7  For we consume away in thy displeasure: 
   and are afraid at thy wrathful indignation. 
8  Thou hast set our misdeeds before thee: 
           and our secret sins in the light of thy countenance. 
9  For when thou art angry all our days are gone: 
   we bring our years to an end, as it were a tale that is told. 
10  The days of our age are threescore years and ten;  
 and though men be so strong that they come to fourscore years: 
   yet is their strength then but labour and sorrow;  
  so soon passeth it away, and we are gone. 
11  But who regardeth the power of thy wrath: 
   for even thereafter as a man feareth, so is thy displeasure. 
12  So teach us to number our days: 
   that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

FIRST READING                                                                              Judges 5 : 1-12 
1 Then Deborah and Barak son of Abinoam sang on that day, saying: 2 ‘When locks 
are long in Israel, when the people offer themselves willingly bless the Lord! 3 ‘Hear, 
O kings; give ear, O princes; to the Lord I will sing, I will make melody to the Lord, 
the God of Israel.  4 ‘Lord, when you went out from Seir, when you marched from 
the region of Edom, the earth trembled, and the heavens poured, the clouds indeed 
poured water. 5 The mountains quaked before the Lord, the One of Sinai, before 
the Lord, the God of Israel. 6 ‘In the days of Shamgar son of Anath, in the days of 
Jael, caravans ceased and travellers kept to the byways. 7 The peasantry prospered 
in Israel, they grew fat on plunder, because you arose, Deborah, arose as a mother in 
Israel. 8 When new gods were chosen, then war was in the gates. Was shield or spear 
to be seen among forty thousand in Israel? 9 My heart goes out to the commanders 
of Israel who offered themselves willingly among the people. Bless the Lord. 10 ‘Tell 
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of it, you who ride on white donkeys, you who sit on rich carpets, and you who 
walk by the way. 11 To the sound of musicians at the watering-places, there they 
repeat the triumphs of the Lord, the triumphs of his peasantry in Israel. ‘Then down 
to the gates marched the people of the Lord. 12 ‘Awake, awake, Deborah! Awake, 
awake, utter a song! Arise, Barak, lead away your captives, O son of Abinoam. 

SECOND READING                         Matthew 24 : 36-51 
36 ‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 

and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and 
one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and 
one will be left. 42 Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what 
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not 
have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 45 ‘Who then is the faithful and wise slave, 
whom his master has put in charge of his household, to give the other slaves their 
allowance of food at the proper time? 46 Blessed is that slave whom his master will 
find at work when he arrives. 47 Truly I tell you, he will put that one in charge of all 
his possessions. 48 But if that wicked slave says to himself, “My master is delayed”, 49 

and he begins to beat his fellow-slaves, and eats and drinks with drunkards, 50 the 
master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour 
that he does not know. 51 He will cut him in pieces and put him with the hypocrites, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

COLLECT  FOR  THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY                                    
O God, our refuge and strength, who art the author of all godliness: Be ready, we 
beseech thee, to hear the devout prayers of thy Church; and grant that those things 
which we ask faithfully we may obtain effectually; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 PRAY WITH US FOR 
THE WORLD  Relief for those suffering as a result of the earthquake on the Iran/Iraq 
border; lifting of the blockade preventing food aid for Yemen; swift resolution to the 
situation for the refugees still on Manus Island. 
THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION Diocese of Ughelli, Nigeria (Bp Cyril Odutemu). 
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THE AUSTRALIAN ANGLICAN CHURCH Ministry with the Torres Strait Islander people 
of Australia (Torres Strait Islander Clergy & People). 
THE DIOCESE OF MELBOURNE Hospital Chaplaincy (Stephen Delbridge, Co-ordinator 
& Chaplains); Caroline Springs Parish (Jonathan Smith, Jimmy Young), St Martin’s 
Hawksburn (Sam Goodes), Christ Church Hawthorn (Andrew Dircks). 
OUR CATHEDRAL Our Canon Pastor, Revd Canon Dr Ruth Redpath; Seniors Group; 
the Mainly Music program; our Vergers; our Servers; the Hospitality Group; our 
volunteer Guides, Chaplains & Shop Assistants; pastoral care of our congregations.  
THOSE IN SICKNESS OR NEED Beryl Coombe, Ben Leske, Mary Goh, Hugh & Pam 
McCartney, Catherine Burnham, Robyn & David Forbes, George Yacoub, Colin & 
Ann Jackman, Anthony Bailey, Morna Sturrock, Janet, Doris Reeves, Patsy Miller, 
Jane Tombs, Joyce Smith, Jean Nicoll, Estelle Ritchie, Thorry Gunnersen, Neil Gryst, 
Owen Cooper, Charles, Ong Bee Theen, Judy and Frank Clift. 
RECENTLY DIED Ruth Patterson. 
REFUGEES IN DETENTION Yograsa Yogeeswaran, Kalaiarasan Kunaseelan, Rameem 
Sahlan, Anas Azees, K. Pushparam Kopalakirinan. 
YEAR’S MIND 
19 John Edward Herring (Archdeacon) 1896 
20 Edith Downing (First Sec. of Cathedral Guides) 1952 
 Thomas Broughton Tress (Canon) 1906 
 William Essington King (Lay Canon) 1910 
21 Gilbert Sinden  (Priest, Archbishop’s Chaplain) 1990 
22 Rivers Beechcroft Dickinson (Canon) 1927 
23 Margaret Heath Mc Pherson (Congregation) 1990 
24 William John Denehy (Lay Canon) 1960 
 William, Viscount Melbourne, 1849 

READ THE BIBLE WITH US 
You may like to use these readings, which we use at the Cathedral for daily prayer, 
as part of your personal devotions throughout the week: 
Monday Ps 119:153-160, Luke 18:35-43 Friday Ps 134, Luke 19 : 45-48 
Tuesday Ps 3, Luke 19 : 1-10 Saturday Ps 9 : 1-4, Luke 20 : 27-40 
Wednesday Ps 17 : 1-7, Luke 19 : 11-28 Sunday Ezek. 34 : 11-16, 20-24, Ps 100, 
Thursday Ps 50 : 1-6, Luke 19 : 41-44  Eph. 1 : 15-23, Matt. 25 : 31-46 
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NEXT SUNDAY’S PREACHERS (26 NOVEMBER) 8am: Revd Canon Dr Stephen Ames, 9am 
& 6pm: Revd Canon Christopher Carolane, 10.30am: Revd Canon James Brady. 
FAREWELL PATRICK AND BETH Patrick Senn, our theological student on placement 
with the 9am Congregation has his final Sunday with us today. We will express our 
sincere thanks to Patrick for his ministry with us in the service, and to him and Beth 
for their valuable involvement in and contribution to our congregation life. 
MELBOURNE MUSIC WEEK – PARKING Please note that due to Melbourne Music Week 
activities in the Cathedral Close from Monday 13 – Tuesday 28 November inclusive, 
there will be no parking available in the Cathedral Close at any time, including on 
Sundays 19 and 26 November.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE COMPLEAT ANGLICAN – FINAL SESSION TODAY Canon Jim Brady presents the final 
session of the ‘compleat Anglican’: Evangelical, Catholic, Liberal. Held in the 
Canons’ Vestry from 4-5pm and followed by refreshments before Evensong. All are 
welcome! 
CATHEDRAL SENIORS Our final gathering for 2017 will be at Trinity College, Royal 
Parade, Parkville, this Friday 24 November at 2pm. We will enjoy a tour of the 
college and its beautiful grounds, prayers in the Chapel, and afternoon tea. For more 
information re: travel and parking, contact the Canon Pastor by email on 
rredpath@stpaulscathedral.org.au 
SPECIAL SERVICES COMING UP: ORDINATION On Saturday 25 November at 10.30am, 21 
deacons will be ordained priest here at the Cathedral. If you would like to assist 
with the welcome for that service, please let the Precentor know.   
ADVENT CAROL SERVICE On Sunday 3 December at 6pm, all are welcome to join us as 
our Choir sings our Advent Carol Service. Preacher: The Dean. 
CONGREGATION LUNCH RESCHEDULED Due to the parking restrictions noted above, 
there will be a Christmas-themed congregation lunch on Sunday 3 December. This 
will be our last lunch for the year. 

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE ‘ST PAUL’S – THE PEOPLE’S CATHEDRAL’ BOOK LAUNCH 
You are warmly invited to join us for finger food and drinks for this special event 

at the Cathedral on Tuesday 21 November at 6pm, following 5.10pm Choral 
Evensong. The book will be launched by the Archbishop.  

Please RSVP by today to events@stpaulscathedral.org.au or 9653 4210 to assist us 
with the catering arrangements.  

Copies will be available for sale at the function, and following that  
at the Cathedral Gift Shop. 

 

mailto:rredpath@stpaulscathedral.org.au
mailto:events@stpaulscathedral.org.au
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CHRISTMAS SERVICE BROCHURES are available from the welcome table if you would 
like to take some as invitations for family and friends.  

 
HYMN 1: O WORSHIP THE LORD 
John Samuel Bewley Monsell (1811-75) 
Hymns Ancient and Modern New Standard 49 

 
 

Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness, 
high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 
 
Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 
truth in its beauty and love in its tenderness, 
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine.  
 
These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
he will accept for the name that is dear, 
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 
 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, 
bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness 
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name. 
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HYMN 2: TAKE MY LIFE 
Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-79) alt. 
Together in Song 599 

 
2 

Take my hands, and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
swift and beautiful for thee. 

4 

Take my silver and my gold, 
nothing, Lord, would I withhold. 
Take my intellect, and use 
every power as thou shalt choose. 

3 

Take my voice, and let me sing 
always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 
filled with messages from thee. 

5 

Take my will and make it thine; 
it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is thine own; 
it shall be thy royal throne. 

6 

Take my love: my Lord, I pour 
at thy feet its treasure-store. 
Take myself, and I will be 
ever, only, all for thee. 

HYMN 3: WE PLOUGH THE FIELDS 
Matthias Claudius (1740-1815) and others 
Together in Song 130  Reproduced by permission 
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2 

We glorify the maker 
of everything that is, 
who gives to us to care for 
the earth, the air, the seas, 
who wills that all the peoples 
might have their daily bread, 
that we might share our plenty 
as channels of God’s love. 
All good things … 

3 

We thank you, gracious giver 
of all things bright and good, 
the seed-time and the harvest, 
our life, our health, our food. 
Help us in our thanksgiving 
to use your gifts with care, 
to serve as friends and neighbours 
your children everywhere. 
All good things … 

 
HYMN 4: WHEN IN OUR MUSIC 
Frederick Pratt Green (1903-2000) 
Church Hymnary IV 203i 
Reproduced with permission 

 
2 

How often, making music, 
  have we found 
a new dimension in the world of sound, 
as worship moved us 
  to a more profound 
Alleluia! 

4 

And did not Jesus sing a psalm that 
night 
when utmost evil 
  strove against the light? 
Then let us sing, 
  for whom he won the fight: 
Alleluia! 

3 

So has the Church, in liturgy and song, 
in faith and love, 
  through centuries of wrong, 
borne witness to the truth 
  in every tongue: 
Alleluia! 

5 

Let every instrument 
  be tuned for praise! 
Let all rejoice 
  who have a voice to raise! 
And may God give us faith 
  to sing always: 
Alleluia! 
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HYMN 5: LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER 
Based on an African-American Spiritual 
Together in Song 511 

 
2 

Let us drink wine together with the Lord … 
3 

Let us sing songs together with the Lord … 
4 

Let us all work together for the Lord … 
 

HYMN 6: COMMUNITY OF CHRIST 
Shirley Erena Murray (b.1931) 
Together in Song 473 Reproduced with permission 

 
2 

Community of Christ, 
look past the Church’s door 
and see the refugee, 
the hungry, and the poor. 
Take hands with the oppressed, 
the jobless in your street, 
take towel and water, 
that you wash your neighbour’s feet. 

3 

Community of Christ, 
through whom the word must sound – 
cry out for justice and for peace 
the whole world round: 
disarm the powers that war 
and all that can destroy, 
turn bombs to bread, and tears 
of anguish into joy. 
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4 

When menace melts away, 
so shall God’s will be done, 
the climate of the world be peace 
and Christ its Sun; 
our currency be love 
and kindliness our law, 
our food and faith be shared as one 
for evermore. 

 
HYMN 7: BE THOU MY VISION 
Irish, 8th century, tr. Mary Byrne (1880-1931) 
Versified by Eleanor Hull (1860-1935) 
New English Hymnal 339 

 
 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 
be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord, 
be thou my great Father, thy child let me be, 
be thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee. 
 
Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight, 
be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might, 
be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong tower, 
O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power. 
 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
be thou my inheritance now and always, 
be thou and thou only the first in my heart, 
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright Sun, 
O grant me its joys after vict’ry is won, 
great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 
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HYMN 8: WHO WOULD TRUE VALOUR  SEE 
John Bunyan (1628-88) 
Australian Hymn Book 467 

 
2 

Whoso beset him round 
with dismal stories, 
do but themselves confound: 
his strength the more is. 
No lion can him fright, 
he’ll with a giant fight, 
but he will have a right 
to be a pilgrim. 

3 

Hobgoblin nor foul fiend 
can daunt his spirit: 
he knows he at the end 
shall life inherit. 
Then fancies fly away; 
he’ll fear not what men say; 
he’ll labour night and day 
to be a pilgrim. 
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