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Welcome to St Paul’s Cathedral, home to worshippers from more than two dozen 
nations, seat of the Anglican Primate of Australia, and home church for Anglicans in 
Melbourne and Victoria. We are delighted that you are with us today: come and 
worship with us again.  
    Whether you are Anglican, from another Christian Church or another faith 
tradition, you are warmly welcome to take part in the service. If you want to find 
out more about the Christian faith, please make yourself known to our clergy.  
    We worship on the traditional lands of the Kulin nation and we acknowledge and 
pay our respect to their elders past and present and to Aboriginal people and Torres 
Strait Islanders with us today. 

8AM BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER HOLY COMMUNION 
President: The Revd Canon Dr Ruth Redpath 
Preacher: The Revd Canon Professor Dorothy Lee 
Reader: Ann Jackman  
During Communion, please join in the antiphons, which are repeated as required:  

 
 

2   O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
   from depths of hell thy people save and give them victory o’er the grave. 
   Rejoice, rejoice… 
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9AM FAMILY-STYLE EUCHARIST  
President: The Revd Canon Heather Patacca, Precentor 
Preacher: The Revd Canon Professor Dorothy Lee 
Reader: Paul Kibble 
Intercessions: Congregation Prayers – please write down one prayer point on the 
prayer sheets provided. These will be collected during the Gradual Hymn. 
Gradual Hymn: The great forerunner of the morn (hymn 1, p. 6) 
Offertory Hymn: Let us break bread together (hymn 2, p. 7) 
Dismissal Hymn: On Jordan’s bank (hymn 3, p. 7) 
Organ Postlude: Wachet auf – Paul Manz (1919-2009)  
Mrs Roslyn Carolane, Assistant Organist 

LIGHTING OF THE THIRD CANDLE ON THE ADVENT WREATH                                     
O God, we who wait for his coming, remember with great joy the promises of your 
Son. As we light this candle, we ask that his blessing may come upon us, to brighten 
our way and guide us in his truth. May he bring light into the darkness of our 
world, and to us, as we wait for him. We ask this through the same, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Jesus, light of the world, born in David’s city of Bethlehem, born like him to be a 
king: be born in our hearts at Christmas, be born in our lives today. Amen.  
 

COLLECT                                     
Eternal God, you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way for the coming of your 
Son: grant us wisdom to see your purpose and openness to hear your will, that we 
too may prepare the way for Christ who is coming in power and glory to establish 
his rule of peace and justice; through Jesus Christ our Judge and our Redeemer, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

FIRST READING                                                                      Isaiah 61 : 1-4, 8-11 
1 The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has 
sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; 2 to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favour, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who 
mourn; 3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead 
of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a 
faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to 
display his glory. 4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the 
former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many 
generations. 8 For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will 
faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with 
them. 9 Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring 
among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people 
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whom the Lord has blessed. 10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being 
shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has 
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a 
garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For as the earth brings forth 
its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the 
Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.  
Hear the word of the Lord: thanks be to God. 

MAGNIFICAT – LUKE 1 : 46-55 

Please join in saying the verses printed in bold.  
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord:  
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
For you Lord have looked with favour on your lowly servant: 
From this day all generations will call me blessed.    
You the Almighty have done great things for me: and holy is your name. 
You have mercy on those that fear you: from generation to generation.  
You have shown strength with your arm:   
and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
Casting down the mighty from their thrones: and lifting up the lowly.  
You have filled the hungry with good things:  and sent the rich away empty. 
You have come to the aid of your servant Israel:  
to remember the promise of mercy, 
The promise made to our forebears: to Abraham and his children for ever.  
     

SECOND READING               1 Thessalonians 5 : 12-28 
12 But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labour among 
you, and have charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; 13 esteem them very 
highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. 14 And we urge 
you, beloved, to admonish the idlers, encourage the faint-hearted, help the weak, be 
patient with all of them. 15 See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek 
to do good to one another and to all. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing,  
18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise the words of prophets, 21 but test 
everything; hold fast to what is good; 22 abstain from every form of evil. 23 May the 
God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body 
be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who 
calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 25 Beloved, pray for us. 26 Greet all the 
brothers and sisters with a holy kiss. 27 I solemnly command you by the Lord that 
this letter be read to all of them. 28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
Hear the word of the Lord: thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL READING                                                  John 1 : 6-8, 19-28 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring good news to the poor. 
Alleluia!  
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John:      
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light. 
19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ 20 He confessed and did not deny it, but 
confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ 21 And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you 
Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ 22 Then they 
said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?’ 23 He said, ‘I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, “Make straight the way of the Lord” ’, as the prophet Isaiah said. 
24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked him, ‘Why then are you 
baptising if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ 26 John 
answered them, ‘I baptise with water. Among you stands one whom you do not 
know, 27 the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandal.’ 28 This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptising. 
For the Gospel of the Lord: praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

PRAY WITH US FOR 
THE WORLD Peace in those places ravaged by war – Syria, Yemen, South Sudan, DR 
Congo; integrity to be shown by Australian parliamentarians; unhoused refugees in 
the northern hemisphere dealing with snow falls and colder temperatures; lifting of 
the blockade preventing food aid for Yemen. 
THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION Diocese of Wyoming, Episcopal Church, USA (Bp John 
Smylie, Dean Stephen Askew, clergy and people). 
THE AUSTRALIAN ANGLICAN CHURCH Diocese of North Queensland (Bp Bill Ray, 
Dean Rod MacDonald, Clergy & People); Ministries to Youth. 
THE DIOCESE OF MELBOURNE Footscray Parish (Chaplain Soma, Siosifa Tongia, Duku 
Wolikare). 
OUR CATHEDRAL Our Canon Pastor, the Revd Canon Dr Ruth Redpath; our Seniors 
Group; the Mainly Music program; pastoral ministry to the congregations; our 
Vergers; our Servers; the Hospitality Group; our volunteer Guides, Chaplains and 
Shop Assistants.  
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THOSE IN SICKNESS OR NEED Victor Wendt, Beryl Coombe, Ben Leske, Mary Goh, 
Hugh McCartney, Catherine Burnham, Robyn & David Forbes, George Yacoub, 
Colin & Ann Jackman, Anthony Bailey, Morna Sturrock, Janet, Doris Reeves, Patsy 
Miller, Jane Tombs, Joyce Smith, Jean Nicoll, Estelle Ritchie, Thorry Gunnersen, Neil 
Gryst, Owen Cooper, Charles, Ong Bee Theen, Judy and Frank Clift, Eric and Keiko 
Woudenberg. 
REFUGEES IN DETENTION Mohammad Al Laqis, Sanusdeen Sajir, Pathmaraja Dinesh, 
Hussain Sayed Sajid Hussain, Ali Reza Fazeli. 
RECENTLY DIED Pam McCartney, the Revd Hugh McCartney, the Revd Noel 
Delbridge. 
YEAR’S MIND 
17 Edwin Lee Neil (Lay Canon) 1934 
18 Charles Edward Drought (Canon) 1917 
 Frederick Waldegrave Head (Archbishop) 1941 
 Darcy Young (Congregation) 2007  
19 Geoffrey Tremayne Sambell (Bishop) 1980 
20  Frederick Evelyn Sturt Snodgrass (Canon) 1929 
 Darcy Young (Congregation) 2007 
21 John Clive Herring (Canon) 1937 
 James Leslie Watt (Canon) 1953 
22 Horace Finn Tucker (Canon) 1911  
23 George William Rusden (Lay Canon) 1903 

READ THE BIBLE WITH US 
You may like to use these readings, which we use at the Cathedral for daily prayer, 
as part of your personal devotions throughout the week: 
Monday Ps 72 : 15-21, Matt. 1 : 18-24 Friday Ps 118 : 1-8, Luke 1 : 46-56 
Tuesday Ps 71 : 17-22, Luke 1 : 5-25 Saturday Ps 25 : 3-10, Luke 1 : 57-66 
Wednesday Ps 24 : 1-6, Luke 1 : 28-38 Sunday 2 Sam. 7 : 1-11, 16, Magnificat, 
Thursday Ps 33 : 17-21, Luke 1 : 39-45  Rom. 16 : 25-27, Luke 1 : 26-38 

CAROL SERVICE TODAY All are welcome to return at 3pm for our traditional Service of 
Lessons and Carols with the girls’, boys’, women’s and men’s voices of the 
Cathedral choir. Please do make sure you arrive early to get a good seat, as this is a 
very popular service. If you are unable to be with us this afternoon, remember that 
the Carol service will be repeated at 6pm on Christmas Eve. 
SUNDAY 24 DECEMBER – ADVENT 4 Please note that due to the many Christmas Eve 
services next Sunday afternoon and evening, there will only be two morning 
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services. 8am BCP Holy Communion – Preacher: Revd Canon Dr Stephen Ames, 
10am Sung Eucharist – Preacher: Revd Emily Fraser. 
CHRISTMAS SERVICE BROCHURES are available from the welcome table if you 
would like to take some as invitations for family and friends. Here are the 
service times for 24 and 25 December:  
CHRISTMAS EVE/       8.00am Holy Communion 
ADVENT 4  10.00 am   Family-style Sung Eucharist  

 3.00 pm    Children’s Christmas Service 
 6.00 pm    Christmas Carol Service 
 8.00 pm    A Mandarin Christmas 
 10.00 pm   First Eucharist of Christmas 
 11.45 pm  Midnight Mass 

CHRISTMAS DAY   8.00 am     Eucharist with Hymns 
 10.00 am  Choral Eucharist 
 1.30 pm  A Mandarin Eucharist  

CHRISTMAS AT THE CATHEDRAL SHOP The Cathedral Shop stocks a wide range of 
Christmas decorations, Nativity scenes and gifts suitable to all tastes and ages, many 
of which are locally made and exclusive to St Paul’s. Christmas cards are also selling 
fast, so do get in quickly to avoid disappointment.  

HYMN 1: THE GREAT FORERUNNER  OF THE MORN 
The Venerable Bede (673-735), tr. John Mason Neale (1818-66) 
Hymns Ancient & Modern 2013 320 

 
 

2 

With heavenly message Gabriel came, 
that John should be that herald’s name, 
and with prophetic utterance told 
his actions great and manifold. 

3 

His mighty deeds exalt his fame 
to greater than a prophet’s name. 
Of woman-born shall never be 
a greater prophet than was he. 

4 

To God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Spirit, Three in One, 
praise, honour, might, and glory be 
from age to age eternally. 
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HYMN 2: LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER 
Based on an African-American Spiritual 
Together in Song 511 

 
 

2 

Let us drink wine together with the Lord … 
3 

Let us sing songs together with the Lord … 
4 

Let us all work together for the Lord … 
 
 
HYMN 3: ON JORDAN’S BANK 
Charles Coffin (1676-1749), tr. John Chandler (1806-76) 
Hymns Ancient and Modern New Standard 27 

 
 
2 

Then cleansed be every breast from sin; 
make straight the way for God within; 
prepare we in our hearts a home, 
where such a mighty guest may come. 

4 

To heal the sick stretch out thy hand, 
and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
shine forth, and let thy light restore 
earth’s own true loveliness once more. 

3 

For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge, and our great reward; 
without thy grace we waste away, 
like flowers that wither and decay. 

5 

All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
whose advent doth thy people free, 
whom with the Father we adore 
and Holy Ghost for evermore. 
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