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Welcome to St Paul’s Cathedral, home to worshippers from more than two dozen 
nations, seat of the Anglican Primate of Australia, and home church for Anglicans in 
Melbourne and Victoria. We are delighted that you are with us today: come and 
worship with us again.  
    Whether you are Anglican, from another Christian Church or another faith 
tradition, you are warmly welcome to take part in the service. If you want to find 
out more about the Christian faith, please make yourself known to our clergy.  
    We worship on the traditional lands of the Kulin nation and we acknowledge and 
pay our respect to their elders past and present and to Aboriginal people and Torres 
Strait Islanders with us today. 

8AM BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER HOLY COMMUNION 
President and Preacher: The Revd Canon Dr Stephen Ames 
Reader: Jamie Pearce  
During Communion, please join in the hymn, which is repeated as required:  

 

 

St Paul’s Cathedral        
Together transforming our City and Diocese 
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9AM FAMILY-STYLE EUCHARIST  
President: The Revd Canon Dr Jill Firth 
Preacher: The Revd Canon Dr Ruth Redpath, Canon Pastor 
Reader: Tony McCutcheon 
Intercessions: Joy Burman 
Gradual Hymn: Faithful vigil ended (hymn 2, p. 6) 
Offertory Hymn: O come, all ye faithful (hymn 5, p. 7) 
Dismissal Hymn: Unto us is born a Son (hymn 4, p. 7) 

10.30AM SUNG EUCHARIST  
President: The Ven. Ray McInnes 
Preacher: The Canon Pastor 
Readers: Barbara Burge and Philip Nicholls 
Intercessor: Sandra McMahon 
Processional Hymn: O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness (hymn 1, p. 10) 
Gradual Hymn: Faithful vigil ended (hymn 2, p. 10) 
Offertory Hymn: Of the Father’s heart begotten (hymn 3, p. 11) 
Dismissal Hymn: Unto us is born a Son (hymn 4, p. 12) 
During Communion:  A New Year Carol – Benjamin Britten (1913-76) 

COLLECT                                     
Saving God, whose Son Jesus was presented in the temple and was acclaimed the 
glory of Israel and the light of the nations: grant that in him we may be presented to 
you and in the world may reflect his glory; who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

FIRST READING                                                                   Isaiah 61 : 10 –  62 : 3 
10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
   my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
   and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  
11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
   and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
   to spring up before all the nations.  
62.1 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
   and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
   and her salvation like a burning torch.  
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2 The nations shall see your vindication, 
   and all the kings your glory; 
and you shall be called by a new name 
   that the mouth of the Lord will give.  
3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 
   and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
Hear the word of the Lord: thanks be to God. 

PSALM 148 

Please join in saying the verses printed in bold.  
1 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord from heaven: 
  O praise him in the heights. 
2 Praise him, all his angels: 
  O praise him all his host. 
3 Praise him, sun and moon: 
  praise him, all you stars of light. 
4 Praise him, you highest heaven: 
  and you waters that are above the heavens. 
5 Let them praise the name of the Lord: 
  for he commanded and they were made. 
6 He established them for ever and ever: 
  he made an ordinance which shall not pass away. 
7 O praise the Lord from the earth: 
  praise him, you sea-monsters and all deeps; 
8 Fire and hail, mist and snow: 
  and storm-wind fulfilling his command. 
9 Mountains and all hills: 
  fruit trees and all cedars; 
10 Beasts of the wild, and all cattle: 
  creeping things and winged birds; 
11 Kings of the earth, and all peoples: 
  princes, and all rulers of the world; 
12 Young men and maidens: 
  old folk and children together. 
13 Let them praise the name of the Lord: 
  for his name alone is exalted. 
14 His glory is above earth and heaven: 
  and he has lifted high the horn of his people. 
15 Therefore he is the praise of all his servants: 

of the children of Israel, a people that is near to him. Praise the Lord.  
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SECOND READING                               Galatians 4 : 4-7 
4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law, 5 in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as children. 6 And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit 
of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ 7 So you are no longer a slave but a 
child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
Hear the word of the Lord: thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL READING                                                         Luke 2 : 22-40 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring good news to the poor. 
Alleluia!  
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John:      
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law 
of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), 24 and 
they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of 
turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, 
Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do 
for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God, saying,  
29 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
   according to your word;  
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,  
31   which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
   and for glory to your people Israel.’ 
33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is 
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.’ 
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36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her 
marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but 
worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she 
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking 
for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned 
to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, 
filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 
For the Gospel of the Lord: praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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PRAY WITH US FOR 
THE WORLD Peace in those places ravaged by war – Syria, Yemen, South Sudan, DR 
Congo; integrity to be shown by Australian parliamentarians; unhoused refugees in 
the northern hemisphere dealing with snow falls and colder temperatures; lifting of 
the blockade preventing food aid for Yemen. 
THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION Diocese of Zululand, Southern Africa (Bp Monument 
Makhanya). 
THE AUSTRALIAN ANGLICAN CHURCH Religious Orders serving within the Anglican 
Church of Australia. 
THE DIOCESE OF MELBOURNE St Stephen's Greythorn (Rodney Morris). 
OUR CATHEDRAL Our Canon Pastor, the Revd Canon Dr Ruth Redpath; our Seniors 
Group; the Mainly Music program; pastoral ministry to the congregations; our 
Vergers; our Servers; the Hospitality Group; our volunteer Guides, Chaplains and 
Shop Assistants.  
CAMBODIAN SERVICE PROJECT Please pray for the health and safety of our 
Cambodian Service Project team, as they work in remote, poor villages in the 
provinces of Siem Reap and Kandal throughout January, helping to build a school, 
paint a church, finish building simple houses and treat children for head lice.  
THOSE IN SICKNESS OR NEED Victor Wendt, Beryl Coombe, Ben Leske, Mary Goh, 
Catherine Burnham, Robyn & David Forbes, George Yacoub, Colin & Ann Jackman, 
Morna Sturrock, Janet, Doris Reeves, Patsy Miller, Jane Tombs, Joyce Smith, Jean 
Nicoll, Estelle Ritchie, Thorry Gunnersen, Neil Gryst, Owen Cooper, Charles, Ong 
Bee Theen, Judy and Frank Clift, Eric and Keiko Woudenberg. 
REFUGEES IN DETENTION Piriyatharsan Sivasupramaniyam, Hussain Sayed Kamran, 
Sheran Benadict, Sivanesan Tharmendra, Charles Velichore. 
RECENTLY DIED Anthony Bailey 
YEAR’S MIND 
31 John Harvey Brown (Archdeacon) 1986 
January 
4 John Basil Rowland Grindrod (Primate) 2009  
5 Edmund Herring Kt (Chancellor of Diocese) 1982 
6 Richard Guy Pinkham (congregation) 1992 

George Sutton (Canon, Sub Dean) 1957 

READ THE BIBLE WITH US 
You may like to use these readings, which we use at the Cathedral for daily prayer, 
as part of your personal devotions throughout the week: 
Monday Ps 8, Luke 2 : 15-21 Friday Ps 100, John 1 : 43-51 
Tuesday Ps 98 : 1-7, John 1 : 19-28 Saturday Ps 87, Matt. 12 : 14-23 
Wednesday Ps 98 : 8-10, John 1 :29-34 Sunday Isa. 60 : 1-6, Ps 72 : 1-7, 10-14 
Thursday Ps 98 : 1-7, Luke 1 : 35-42  Eph. 3 : 1-12, Matt. 2 : 1-12 
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NO EVENING SERVICE TONIGHT Due to the City of Melbourne’s preparations for New 
Year’s Eve festivities, which include substantial road closures around the Cathedral, 
there will be no 6pm service tonight.  The Cathedral will close to the public at 
1.30pm. 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY OPENING HOURS On New Year’s Day (tomorrow, Monday 1 
January) the Cathedral will be open from 11am-3pm, with the lunchtime Eucharist 
occurring at 12.15pm as usual.  
WEEKDAYS AT 5.10PM Evening Prayer replaces Choral Evensong during school 
holidays. The choir will return from their recess on Sunday 28 January, with 
weekday Evensong to resume on Tuesday 30 January. 
STAFF HOLIDAYS The Dean will be on leave until 7 January, the Precentor until 22 
January, and Revd Canon Christopher Carolane until 28 January. Revd Canon Dr 
Ruth Redpath will be on hand to attend to pastoral matters in their absence, and the 
Cathedral office will remain open, albeit with a reduced staff. 
NEXT SUNDAY’S PREACHERS 8am, 9am and 10.30am: The Ven. Ray McInnes, 6pm: The 
Revd Emily Fraser. 
BEARS ON STAIRS In February St Paul’s Cathedral will be working with World Vision 
to raise awareness of the plight of children who are refugees fleeing South Sudan. 
As a way of alerting our local community to this issue, we are hoping to collect 
enough teddy bears to represent the number of South Sudanese children aged under 
17 fleeing their homes each day to Uganda - that is 1672 children on average each 
day in 2017. The collected bears will be placed on the front steps of the Cathedral 
during an awareness event on Tuesday 13 February (Shrove Tuesday). We will be 
collecting teddy bears for the two weeks prior to the event, and would greatly 
appreciate any donations you are able to make. Bears can be new or pre-loved, and 
can be dropped off at the Cathedral from Monday 29 January. Do speak to the 
Precentor if you would like more information. 
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HYMN 1: O WORSHIP THE LORD IN THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS 
John Samuel Bewley Monsell (1811-75) 
Hymns Ancient and Modern New Standard 49 

 
 

Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness, 
high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 
truth in its beauty and love in its tenderness, 
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine.  

These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
he will accept for the name that is dear, 
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, 
bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness 
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name. 

 
HYMN 2: FAITHFUL VIGIL ENDED 
Timothy Dudley-Smith (b.1926) 
New English Hymnal 44. Reproduced with permission 
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2 

All thy spirit promised, 
all the Father willed; 
now these eyes behold it 
perfectly fulfilled. 

3 

This thy great deliv’rance 
sets thy people free; 
Christ, their light, uplifted 
all the nations see. 

4 

Christ, thy people’s glory! 
Watching, doubting, cease: 
grant to us thy servants 
our discharge in peace. 

 
HYMN 3: OF THE FATHER’S HEART BEGOTTEN 
Prudentius (348-413), tr. RF Davis (1866-1937) & EL Burge (1933-2003) 
New English Hymnal 33 
Last verse descant: June Nixon 

 
2 

By his word was all created; 
he commanded and ’twas done; 
earth and sky and boundless ocean, 
universe of three in one, 
all that sees the moon’s soft 
radiance, 
all that breathes beneath the sun, 
evermore and evermore. 

3 

He assumed this mortal body, 
frail and feeble, doomed to die, 
that the race from dust created 
might not perish utterly, 
which the curse of sin had 
sentenced 
in the depths of hell to lie, 
evermore and evermore. 

4 

Sing, ye heights of heaven, his praises; 
angels and archangels, sing! 
Wheresoe’er ye be, ye faithful, 
let your joyous anthems ring, 
every tongue his name confessing, 
countless voices answering, 
evermore and evermore. 
 



 10 

HYMN 4: UNTO US IS BORN A SON 
Trier Manuscript (15th Century), tr. G. R. Woodward alt. 
Together in Song 293 alt. 

 
2 

Christ, from heav’n descending low, 
comes on earth a stranger; 
ox and ass their owner know, 
becradled in the manger,  
becradled in the manger. 

4 

Of his love and mercy mild 
this the Christmas story; 
and O that Mary’s gentle child 
might lead us up to glory, 
might lead us up to glory. 

3 

Herod then with fear was filled: 
‘A prince,’ he said, ‘in Jewry!’ 
All the little boys he killed 
at Bethlem in his fury, 
at Bethlem in his fury. 

5 

Alpha and Omega he, 
in excelsis Deo, 
choir and organ, thus sing we: 
benedicamus Domino, 
benedicamus Domino. 

HYMN 5: O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL 
Latin by John Francis Wade (c.1711-86), tr. Frederick Oakeley (1801-80) and others 

 
2 

God of God, 
Light of Light, 
Lo! he abhors not 
the Virgin’s womb; 
very God, 
begotten not created: 
O come, let us adore him … 

6 

Sing, choirs of angels,     
sing in exultation, 
sing all ye citizens 
of heaven above; 
Glory to God 
in the highest: 
O come, let us adore him … 
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