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FROM THE DEAN
A time for active waiting
The season of Advent is one of waiting, and gradual 
revelation. Each week we light another candle on the great 
Advent wreath, to symbolise the coming into our lives of the 
Light of the World. Just as the days get longer and longer, and 
we come closer and closer to the longest day of the year, we 

Christians, along with many others in our community, long 
for light to shine in the dark places of our world.  Just as the 
landscape around us is lit up by the bright summer sun, we 
also hope for ‘a great light’ to shine on the people that have 
long lived in darkness; hope that light would shine on those 
who are walking in the ‘valley of the shadow of death’. And 
as a sign of our hope that this waiting will not be forever, 
we light our own candles. Each week, we expectantly place 
another light on our ring until the candle that points to 
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the birth of the Light from Light, the God among us, Jesus 
Christ, is lit at the great Festival that bears his name: the 
Christ Mass. Each week, we light another candle, until our 
ring of light is complete on Christmas Day.

Advent is a time when we wait expectantly. But the candles 
we place on our Advent wreath remind us that our waiting 
is not a passive waiting. It is not the kind of waiting that 
takes place in doctors’ waiting rooms, on station platforms 
or in airport lounges up and down the country, where people 
while away time and feel that delay is a waste of time. Rather, 
Advent is a time of active waiting; the waiting of patriarchs 
and prophets, the waiting of sinners and saints.

Advent is the waiting of Mary who, having heard the angel’s 
greeting, accepted God’s living Word into her life, gave it a 
safe place to grow, and waited patiently for God’s gift of her 
Son to the world. Advent is the waiting of Zacchaeus who 
patiently waited for Jesus to come into his life, climbed a tree 
to attract Jesus’ attention, and to beg him for the forgiveness 
of his sins (Luke 19.1-10). And Advent is the waiting of Jesus 
on the cross, as the created light—sun, moon and stars—
was extinguished, and God’s light shone forth, defeating the 
powers of darkness once and for all.

Advent is a time of your waiting and mine: it is the time 
of our active waiting to hear God’s word of sins forgiven; 
our intent waiting to hear God’s word of renewed lives; our 
attentive waiting to hear God’s word of calling to us. And as 
we wait, and as we listen out for God’s word to us, we may 
well perceive signs of God’s pledge of his great light breaking 
through the darkness of our world. It may be the profound 
recognition that God has a plan for each of us, that he calls 
each of us into his friendship and service; an insight that 
can illumine a future that for many may feel uncertain and 
unsure. It may be recognition that God is at work through 
us in our community, that he works through our prayers, 
our action, our advocacy and our giving; an insight that can 
be a beacon of light in the city and diocese to which belong. 
Advent is a time when we watch out for God’s action in our 
midst, and wait for the light to break through the many 
darknesses of our age.

This Advent, I invite you to add your own lights to God’s 
light. Add your light to the candles we light on our Advent 
wreath, or in our chapel of unity, week by week, knowing 
that by this symbolic action you reflect something of the 
greater light God promises to his people. And as the light 
grows—on the Advent Wreath in our Cathedral, and in the 
world around us as the summer sun reaches its zenith—I 
pray we also become signs of God’s light in the world around 
us: people who have waited to see God’s light of hope, have 
recognised it glimpses of it in their own lives, and who now 
help bring it to the people and places that still ‘dwell in 
darkness’. This Advent, I invite you to shine as lights in this 
world, to the glory of God the Father. 

Dean Andreas 

STATION NAMES FINALISED
In late November, at the conclusion of a submission 
and consultation process that lasted several months, the 
State Government announced the names of the five new 
underground stations to be built as part of the Metro Tunnel 
project.

Despite an extensive and enthusiastic campaign over the 
past year to have the CBD South station named ‘St Paul’s 
Cathedral’ or some variant thereof, the name chosen was 
‘Town Hall’. We were, however, pleased to see elements of 
the Cathedral’s architecture, such as our expansive arches, 
incorporated into the preliminary design for the new station, 
as shown in the diagram below.
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 
INSTALLATIONS
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch 
shall grow out of his roots (Isaiah 11 : 1).

You may have already had the chance to inspect this year’s 
Cathedral ‘Advent calendar’, which takes the form of a Jesse 
Tree. The Jesse Tree is a tradition from medieval times which 
charts the genealogy of Jesus by recalling, day by day, the 
stories of his ancestors throughout the Old and early New 
Testaments. Each day of Advent, a new symbol will be 
added to our tree to represent the next major story in the 
chronology: for example, an apple will be hung to symbolise 
Adam and Eve, a rainbow for Noah, a field of stars for  
Abraham, a sheaf of wheat for Ruth, a shell for John the 
Baptist and so on. The tree will be accompanied by a book 
for visitors to read through, which explains the Bible stories 
behind the pictures.

Our nativity scene this year, which will be installed in the next 
week or so, utilises the off-beat but beautiful watercolours of 
well-loved Australian children’s illustrator Julie Vivas, who 
has kindly authorised the use of several illustrations from her 
picture book ‘The Nativity’. Prints from the book will also be 
on display in the Transept Gallery during this period.

Special thanks are due to Cathedral in-house artist Sean 
Whittaker, for his meticulous construction of the life-sized 
tree and the figures for the Nativity, together with Canon 
Heather Patacca.
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MANY VOICES, ONE SONG
On Saturday 28 October, the Cathedral was full to bursting 
for an ecumenical hymn-singing service to commemorate 
the Reformation anniversary. Coordinated by Pastor 
Christoph Dielmann of the German Lutheran Church, the 
event provided an opportunity for choirs from non-English 
speaking congregations around Melbourne to sing in their 
native languages, combined with congregational singing of 
well-known hymns in English. Special guests on the day 
were members of the Ntaria Ladies’ Choir from Ntaria/
Hermannsburg, Northern Territory, singing in the indigenous 
Western Arrarnte language. We were very fortunate to have 
this special choir join us again for a special commemorative 
Evensong the following evening.

PRECENTOR HONOURED
Congratulations to Canon Heather Patacca, who has been 
admitted as a member of the Member of the Most Venerable 
Order of the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem.  She is pictured 
above with fellow members and St John Ambulance cadets at 
the Order’s annual State Service on the Feast of the Nativity 
of St John the Baptist, on 18 June.

THANK YOU TO OUR 
VOLUNTEERS!
A special morning tea was held on Friday 17 November to 
thank all our hard-working volunteers for their invaluable 
contributions to Cathedral life throughout the year, whether 
as guides, welcomers, Mainly Music helpers, ECC leaders, 
flower arrangers or shop assistants. Over the Christmas 
period, do reflect on whether you might be able to assist 
in any of these ministries next year - we are always on the 
lookout for new volunteers!

CANONS INSTALLED
At Evensong prior to the December meeting of Chapter on 
5 December, the Revd Matt Williams, Vicar of St James’ 
Old Cathedral (elected by Synod) and Kate Drummond and 
Rob Deutscher (elected by the Cathedral congregation at the 
AGM) were officially installed as Canons of the Cathedral. 
We congratulate them all on this important appointment, 
and wish them every blessing for their work on Chapter.

SEAFARERS’ CENTENARY
At this year’s annual Seafarers’ Service and Blessing of the 
Ports on 22 October, we celebrated the 100th anniversary 
of the Mission to Seafarers in Melbourne, at their premises 
at 717 Flinders Street, Docklands. A special message from 
HRH Princess Anne, the international president of the 
Mission to Seafarers, was sent from Buckingham Palace to 
mark the occasion.
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PRIESTS ORDAINED
In a service on Saturday 25 November, we rejoiced with the 
21 candidates ordained priest by Archbishop Philip Freier, 
including former Cathedral verger, the Revd Brett Murphy, 
and our one-time theological students, Joseph and Valentina 
Emmanuel. We continue to pray for all these new priests, as 
they enter this next phase of their ministry.

LUTHER LECTURE
To close the #HereIStand exhibition in the Transept Gallery, 
sponsored by the German Embassy, we were fortunate to 
have Professor Lyndal Roper deliver a public lecture on 
Sunday 3 December, highlighting the significance of Luther’s 
life and work, both in his time and in ours. Professor Roper, 
a native of Melbourne, holds the Regius Chair in History at
the University of Oxford (the first woman - and the first 
Australian - to hold this post). She specialises in German 
history, and has recently published a highly acclaimed new 
biography of Luther, entitled ‘Martin Luther: Renegade and 
Prophet’, which is available in all good bookstores. 

This was the final event in our commemorations of the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation - we hope you have enjoyed 
our programming throughout 2017, and that it has provided 
much food for thought.
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BOOK LAUNCH - ST PAUL’S: 
THE PEOPLE’S CATHEDRAL
On Tuesday 21 November, following Evensong, Dean 
Andreas and the Archbishop officially launched ‘St Paul’s: 
The People’s Cathedral’, the photographic book produced to 
commemorate the Cathedral’s 125th Anniversary in 2016. 
Conceived and edited by Canon Rob Deutscher, the volume 
showcases a year in the life of the Cathedral, captured by 
award-winning Melbourne photographer Matt Irwin. 

A diverse cross-section of guests was present, from the 
Cathedral community but also from Melbourne architectural 
and photographic circles. A number of these people were 
seeing the interior of the Cathedral for the first time, which 
made it a particularly special occasion.  Guests enjoyed 
excellent catering coordinated by Cathedral staff, and 
were treated to performances by the Cathedral Choir and 
organists.

In addressing those assembled, Canon Deutscher spoke of 
the importance of the storytelling in maintaining religious 
and cultural traditions: ‘lots of people (particularly the 
church) have difficulty finding the language to speak to a 
secular age. My hope is that this book, through its beautiful 
images and the craft of its design, makes a contribution via 
visual language to a continuing narrative.’

He dedicated the book to the Cathedral’s tireless volunteers, 
who ‘devote enormous amounts of time to ensure that the 
doors remain open, the brass polished, the flowers arranged 
and… the public are all made to feel most welcome when 
(they) walk through those great west doors.’

If you didn’t pre-order a copy of the book prior to the launch, 
it is now available for purchase from the Cathedral shop, and 
would make an excellent Christmas gift!
Below: Photographer Matt Irwin, Canon Rob Deutscher, and the 
book’s graphic designer Nino Soeradinata at the launch.
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BEARS ON STAIRS CAMPAIGN
Next February, St Paul’s Cathedral will be working with 
World Vision to raise awareness of the plight of children who 
are refugees fleeing South Sudan and to highlight the warfare, 
food shortages and drought conditions in that region.

As a way of alerting our local community to this issue, we 
are hoping to collect enough teddy bears to represent the 
number of South Sudanese children aged under 17 fleeing 
their homes each day to Uganda - that is 1672 children on 
average each day in 2017. The collected bears will be placed 
on the front steps of the Cathedral during an awareness 
event on Tuesday 13 February (Shrove Tuesday), at which 
Tim Costello from World Vision, South Sudanese refugee 
and activist Pastor Nyok Gor, and our own Dean Andreas 
will speak.

We will be collecting teddy bears for the two weeks prior to 
the event, and would greatly appreciate any donations you 
are able to make. Bears can be new or pre-loved, and can be 
dropped off at the Cathedral from Monday 29 January.

If you would like more information, please speak to the 
Precentor. 

CATHEDRAL SENIORS
This year has again been one of good fellowship in each 
other’s company as we engage with a speaker, as we pray 
together, and as we chat over afternoon tea.

In September, the Chancellor of the Diocese and Lay Canon 
Michael Shand QC gave an informative talk encompassing 
the history of the Melbourne diocese and its legislation, with 
particular reference to the new legislation covering the safety 
of children within church activities. He was characteristically 
modest about his significant role in all this.

Our October meeting was somewhat different. Mrs Leigh 
Hay, poet and small-scale publisher, encouraged us to 
preserve our memories with many suggestions as to how this 
might be done – not just in writing memoirs. This way we 
value and give thanks for those who are part of our heritage. 
One delightful suggestion was the idea of laminating the 
“pictures” which grandchildren draw for us and using them 
as table place-mats when they visit – thus showing how we 
value the young people in our lives. 

At our last meeting for the year, we were privileged to visit 
Trinity College at the University of Melbourne, to be shown 
round some of the buildings and to pray in the Chapel before 
afternoon tea in the Theological School. We are in recess 
now until the fourth Friday in February (23 February). A 
reminder will be included in Weekly Notes in the New Year.

Revd Canon Dr Ruth Redpath 
Canon Pastor
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ST CECILIA’S DAY SUCCESS
Traditionally, around St Cecilia’s Day each year, the St Paul’s 
Cathedral Music Foundation appeals to the Cathedral 
congregation for donations to support Cathedral Music.  In 
2017 our objectives were to:

• Raise the profile of the Music Foundation among the 
congregations, the choristers and the public

• Raise funds to help meet our 2017 goal of $300,000 
(noting we still need to raise $100,000 by 31 December)

• Attract new donors
• Engage with key sections of our donor base through 

hospitality and an invitation to see and hear the musical 
offering at Evensong with the Girls’ Voices. 

It is pleasing to report that by 30 November we had received 
$7,655 plus $256 in cash donations. If you have the capacity 
to donate but have not yet done so, please consider making 
a donation before the end of the year, to assist us in reaching 
our fundraising target. Donations to the Music Foundation 
are tax-deductible, and will help preserve the choral tradition 
of the Cathedral for many years to come.

Canon Leigh Mackay 
Director of Philanthropy

WORKING SLOWLY TOWARDS 
RECONCILIATION
My great-great-great-grandfather Thomas arrived in Hobart 
by the ship Lavinia on 7 November 1832. Born in Scotland, 
he had been apprenticed to a trader on the Thames in 
London, and later to a carpenter. He had a life-long love 
of drawing and painting, and although he had studied in 
London, he didn’t pursue his art professionally. In Hobart, 
with the blessing of the authorities, he painted a portrait of 
Mannalargenna, a Plangermaireener elder of north-western 
Tasmania. In 1837 he crossed to what would come to be 
called Melbourne, and made his living importing timber 
and building houses. His first house was in Collins Street 
behind the Chapter House, where the Regent Theatre now 
stands. He had spent some time as a squatter in Dandenong, 
but he settled finally on the Moonee Ponds at what is now 
Strathmore.

In the face of European incursions to his country, 
Mannalargenna first fought for what was his: his country, his 
way of life, and his people. At some point, demoralised if not 
completely defeated, he agreed to help G. A. Robinson to move 
(peaceably if possible) all Tasmanian Aboriginal people to the 
islands in eastern Bass Strait, where there was the promise of 
safety from violence. In reality, these ‘camps’ became prisons, 
as Robinson had abandoned them almost completely. Along 
with many others, Mannalargenna died, captive in an island 
camp called Wybalenna, in 1835. Robinson continued 
his ‘work’ in Port Phillip, now appointed ‘Chief Protector 
of Aborigines’. With the benefit of hindsight, Robinson is 
recalled as a ‘Victorian do-gooder’ – a man who did more 
harm than good to ‘protect’ first peoples.

I used to be proud of my forebear Thomas, but now I’m not 
so sure. Why did he paint Mannalargenna? How were his 
relations with the first peoples in Melbourne, on his squat in 
Dandenong, and later in Strathmore? Was he a do-gooder, a 
‘pioneer’, or a conciliator?

This year God has led me on a listening and learning journey 
about Indigenous matters, and relations with later comers 
in particular. I haven’t got very far yet, but I’ve read a lot, 
and had a number of conversations with Indigenous women 
and men. If like me you feel at least somewhat ignorant 
of these matters and want to learn more, start by reading 
Gary Presland’s Aboriginal Melbourne: The Lost Land of the 
Kulin People. Presland describes Melbourne before white 
settlement, and the lifestyles and customs of the Kulin 
peoples. Kate Grenville’s excellent The Secret River gives an 
insight into the conflicts between first peoples and European 
‘pioneers’. Amongst others, these two works have helped to 
guide my journey.

How can we work towards reconciliation? Listen, 
acknowledge the past, apologise, and seek to move forward 
together. As a start, we as a worshipping community must 
make an acknowledgement of the traditional ownership of 
the land on which our cathedral stands, as well as an ac-
knowledgement of the death, disease and demoralisation 
caused by our forebears.

The other day I sat down with an Indigenous man to listen 
and learn. I thought he was Wiradjuri – from central NSW. I 
told him about Thomas’s painting and he didn’t bat an eyelid. 
He assumed I knew he was of north-eastern Tasmanian 
descent. I didn’t. It occurred to me that I was sitting opposite 
a man, possibly descended from Mannalargenna, opposite 
whom my great-great-great-grandfather had sat 185 years 
earlier. Have relations changed?

Most likely, I will never know what Thomas’s role was, 
apart from as portrait painter, which is problematic in itself 
in terms of his motive (to immortalise, commemorate, or 
profit? Or some combination of these?). But I do know 
that I need to apologise to my Plangermaireener friend and 
colleague so we can move forward together. I will spend my 
holidays pondering our next conversation.

Phillip Nicholls
Director of Music and member of the 
Diocesan Reconciliation Action Plan Committee

Below: ‘Treaty’, by Indigenous priest and artist Glenn Loughrey, was on 
display in the Transept Gallery during Reconciliation Week this year.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES:       
LIGHTING THE CATHEDRAL
During the seasons of Advent and Christmas thoughts turn 
to light and candles – on Christmas trees, on the Altar and in 
homes, businesses and public buildings. 

Light in the Cathedral was a matter for much discussion 
and dissension in the early days. Dean Macartney seems to 
have regarded candles on the Altar (Altar lights) as Papist 
and they languished on the prohibited list with incense, 
holy water, chasubles etc., a list probably originating at St 
James’ Cathedral. George Porter had given the Cathedral two 
beautiful brass candlesticks in 1890 but they went unused. 
Quite apart from religious preferences, the Cathedral was 
originally lit by beautiful brass gas standards – which would 
not have combined well with lighted candles. 

The original gas standards were made by James Holt, Chaser 
and Art Metal Worker of Russell Street, and not by F.C.W. 
Richard (the maker of the High Altar rail) as suggested in 
newspapers at the time of the consecration. There were four 
designs ranging from very simple lights to a few which had 
eight arms. Holt’s tender of an average of £40 per standard 
was much cheaper than that offered by Richard – but the 
latter was very disappointed. 

The gas standards were replaced by electric lighting (and 
electric plugs for the vacuum cleaners) in 1913. There are 
still some examples of the gas wall lamps in the Narthex, 
now converted for electricity.  The Art Deco style lights 

which replaced the gas remained in use until replaced in 
the 2000/2008 restoration. Examples can still be seen in the 
Chapels and under the Organ in the South Transept. 

The Chapter Minutes contain evidence of various attempts to 
put the candlesticks into use.  Various ruses were used to delay 
such decisions. However, Archbishop Head was in favour of 
candles and on 7 October 1934 the brass candlesticks given 
by Porter were used for the first time. Members of St Paul’s 
Cathedral Guild were made responsible for the supply of 
candles, together with flowers for the matching brass vases. 
The ones now in use are copies of the originals, which were 
stolen. 
 
Dorothea Rowse 
Honorary Cathedral Archivist
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CHRISTMAS IN THE 
CATHEDRAL SHOP
The shop is looking bright and festive, colourful and packed 
with beautiful seasonal gifts.

It’s very exciting this year to have some newly commissioned 
nativity sets on display and ready to bring joy to any home. 
They showcase exquisite Australian craftsmanship in a variety 
of mediums, and most are exclusive to St Paul’s Cathedral.

From our lovely glass artist, Lorraine, in South Australia, we 
have a precious glass nativity set of nine pieces (top right). 
Michael, from his workshop on the Murray River, has created 
several nine-piece nativity sets from laser-cut, hand-finished, 
recycled timbers (below). Jane is a Melbourne ceramicist 
and illustrator making incredible, hand-painted miniature 
nativities, angels and Holy Family sets which will become 
family treasures (bottom right), and Shoko is another local 
ceramicist supplying angels, nativities and many other pieces.

These artists have also crafted unique Christmas tree 
decorations, and supply us year-round with crosses, jewellery 
and various souvenirs.

Christmas cards are still available, but do get in quick, as they 
are selling fast. We hope to see you soon.

Our shop is partially staffed by a dedicated team of volunteers. 
If you are interested in volunteering, please do get in touch 
with the shop manager, Sue Baker: sbaker@stpaulscathedral.
org.au.
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Christmas Carol Service   
17 December, 3pm & 24 December, 6pm

Join us for a traditional Service of Lessons and Carols.

Children’s Christmas Service    
24 December, 3pm

All are warmly welcome to celebrate the birth of Jesus  
with stories, music and activities especially for children.

A Mandarin Christmas  華語聖誕晚會 
24 December, 8pm 十二月廾四日 , 晚上八時

內容: 平安信息, 詩歌, 祈禱

First Eucharist of Christmas  
24 December, 10pm

A traditional service with Holy Communion, led by the Cathedral Choir.  
The Very Reverend Dr Andreas Loewe, Dean of Melbourne, will preach. 

Midnight Mass   
24 December, 11.45pm

The Open Door Gospel Singers, directed by Shaun Islip, will lead the singing 
 at this traditional Midnight Mass to celebrate the birth of Jesus.  

Holy Communion with Carols
25 December, 8am

Celebrate Christmas at this Book of Common Prayer service.

Christmas Morning Choral Eucharist
25 December, 10am

The Archbishop of Melbourne, The Right Reverend Dr Philip Freier, will preach and lead 
this Christmas morning Eucharist.  Be uplifted by wonderful Christmas readings, hymns 

and carols accompanied by the Cathedral Choir and organ.

Mandarin Eucharist 華語聖誕日聖餐祟拜
25 December, 1.30pm 十二月廾五日, 下午一時卅分

記念稱頌救主耶穌基督降生

at St Paul’s Cathedral
CHRISTMAS

All are welcome to join us for these 
Advent and Christmas services



Sunday  8:00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
  9:00 am  Family Communion 
    Service
  10:30 am Choral Eucharist
  6:00 pm   Choral Evensong 

Monday  12:15 pm Eucharist
  5:10 pm  Evening Prayer                  
    in Simple English

Tuesday  12:15 pm Eucharist
  5:10 pm  Choral Evensong
  
Wednesday 12:15 pm Eucharist
  5:10 pm  Choral Evensong

Thursday 12:15 pm Eucharist
  5:10 pm  Choral Evensong

Friday  12:15 pm Eucharist
  5:10 pm  Choral Evensong

Saturday 10:00am  Mandarin Worship 
  12:15 pm Eucharist

Public Holidays 12:15 pm Eucharist

Note: Choral Evensong is replaced with Evening Prayer 
during school holidays

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

Cathedral Prayer

Almighty God, 
who caused the light of the gospel 
to shine throughout the world 
through the preaching of your servant Saint Paul: 
grant that we may follow him in bearing witness 
to your truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
Amen.

St Paul’s Cathedral Melbourne
209 Flinders Lane
Melbourne
Victoria 3000
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