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Family-style Eucharist 
with the Baptism of Michael Hans Knop 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
29 April 2018 • 9 am 

 

 

WELCOME 

Welcome to St Paul’s Cathedral, the home for worshippers from more than two 
dozen nations, the seat of the Anglican Primate of Australia and the home church 
for Anglicans in Melbourne and Victoria. We are delighted that you are with us 
this morning: come and worship with us again. A particular welcome to Michael 
Hans Knop and his family. Michael is to be baptised today. 

Whether you are Anglican, from another Christian Church or another faith 
tradition, you are warmly welcome to take part in the service. If you want to find 
out more about the Christian faith, please make yourself known to our clergy.  

We worship on the traditional lands of the Kulin nation and we acknowledge and 
pay our respect to their elders past and present and to Aboriginal people and 
Torres Strait Islanders with us today. 

Please join us in singing the hymns and saying those parts of the service printed 
in bold type. Please ensure that mobile phones and other devices are switched off. 

 

 

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 

Please stand for the Entrance Procession.  Remain standing for 

THE GREETING 

Christ is risen. Alleluia!  
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 

Please sit or kneel.  
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Together transforming our City and Diocese 
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THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Christ our Passover lamb has been offered for us, therefore we come to celebrate 
the festival. 

Let us bring to God all that keeps us from his great love: 

Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, and in what we have failed to do: we have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; we 
repent and are sorry for all our sins. Father, forgive us. Strengthen us to love 
and obey you in newness of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: 
pardon you and set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Please stand to sing 

HYMN OF PRAISE   Matthias 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

Let us pray. 

O God, form the minds of your faithful people, that we may love what you 
command and desire what you promise, so that, amid the many changes of this 
world, our hearts may there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

The people are seated for the readings and psalm. 

THE FIRST READING           Acts 8.26-40 
Canon Kate Drummond 

26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south* to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he 
got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah.29Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot 
and join it.’ 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He 
asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ 31He replied, ‘How can I, 
unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside 
him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: ‘Like a 
sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he 
does not open his mouth. 33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can 
describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.’34The eunuch 
asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?’ 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with 
this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were 
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here 
is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?’* 38He commanded the 
chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the 
water, and Philip* baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit 
of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his 
way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing 
through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea.  

Hear the word of the Lord: thanks be to God 

PSALM 22 : 26-32   Congregation to say alternate verses.   

26  From you springs my praise in the great congregation: 
I will pay my vows in the sight of all that fear you; 
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27  The meek shall eat of the sacrifice and be satisfied: 
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him—  
may their hearts rejoice for ever! 

28  Let all the ends of the earth remember and turn to the Lord:   
and let all the families of the nations worship before him. 

29  For the kingdom is the Lord’s: 
and he shall be ruler over the nations. 

30  How can those who sleep in the earth do him homage: 
or those that descend to the dust bow down before him? 

31  But he has saved my life for himself: 
and my posterity shall serve him. 

32  This shall be told of my Lord to a future generation: 
and his righteousness declared to a people yet unborn,  
that he has done it. 

   
THE SECOND READING   1 John 4.7-21 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves 
is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for 
God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only 
Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we 
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one 
another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and 
his love is perfected in us. 

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of 
his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the 
Saviour of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of 
God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God 
has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 
them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on 
the day of judgement, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear 
in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved 
us. 20Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for 
those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God 
whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those 
who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

Hear the word of the Lord: thanks be to God. 

Please stand to sing and remain standing for the Gospel reading.  
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THE GRADUAL HYMN  

 

 

Vine of heaven, thy blood supplies 
this blest cup of sacrifice; 
’tis thy wounds our healing give; 
to thy cross we look and live: 
thou our life! O let us be 
rooted, grafted, built on thee. 

Josiah Conder (1789-1855) 
New English Hymnal 267ii 

THE HOLY GOSPEL   St John 15.1-8 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Lord Jesus you have the words of eternal life.  
Alleluia!  

The Lord be with you.  And also with you 

The Holy Gospel our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John:      
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

1 ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. 2He removes every branch 
in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to 
you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, 
you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is 
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into 
the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, 
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

For the Gospel of the Lord: praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.  

THE SERMON   The Revd Canon Matt Williams 
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THE BAPTISM 
The Revd Canon Dr Jill Firth 

INTRODUCTION 

PRESENTATION OF THE CANDIDATE 

I invite Michael’s godparents to present him for baptism. 
Godparents:  We present Michael Hans Knop to be baptised. 

Will you accept the responsibilities placed upon you in bringing Michael to 
baptism?              
Godparents:  I will. 

Are you willing to answer on his behalf?         
Godparents:  We are. 

By your own prayers and example, by your friendship and love, will you 
encourage him in the life and faith of the Christian community? 
Godparents:  We will, with God’s help. 
 

THE DECISION 

Before God and this gathering I invite you to affirm that you turn to Christ and 
reject all that is evil, and so I ask:  Do you turn to Christ? 
Parents and Godparents    I turn to Christ. 

Do you repent of your sins? 
Parents and Godparents    I repent of my sins. 

Do you reject selfish living, and all that is false and unjust? 
Parents and Godparents    I reject them all. 

Do you renounce Satan and all evil? 
Parents and Godparents    I renounce all that is evil. 

Almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness and lead you in the light 
of Christ to his everlasting Kingdom.  Amen. 

Will you each, by God’s grace, strive to live as a disciple of Christ, loving God 
with your whole heart, and your neighbour as yourself, until your life’s end.  
Parents and Godparents    I will, with God’s help. 

Let us pray. 
Grant, merciful God, that this child Michael may be so buried with Christ in 
baptism that the new nature may be raised up in him. May the fruit of your Spirit 
grow and flourish in him.  Amen. 

May Michael know Christ’s forgiving love and continue in the fellowship and 
service of his Church.  May he proclaim, by word and example, the good news of 
God in Christ.  Amen. 
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THE BLESSING OF THE WATER 

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We give you thanks that you have called Michael to new birth into your church 
through the waters of baptism.  Pour out your Holy Spirit in blessing and sanctify 
this water so that, being baptised in it, he may be made one with Christ in his 
death and resurrection. May he die to sin, rise to newness of life, and continue for 
ever in Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we give you praise and honour, in 
the unity of the Spirit, now and for ever.  Amen.  

I now ask you to affirm as yours the faith of the Church. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in God the Son? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father; from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 

THE BAPTISM 

Michael Hans, I baptise you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

The priest makes the sign of the cross on Michael and says 
Michael, I sign you with the sign of the cross to show that you are marked as 
Christ’s own for ever. Live as a disciple of Christ: fight the good fight, finish the 
race, keep the faith. 
All respond  Confess Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, look for his 
coming in glory. 

Presenting a lighted candle the priest says 
God has brought you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
All respond  Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the Father. 
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God has called you into his Church. 
All respond   We therefore receive and welcome you as a member with us of the 
body of Christ, as a child of the one heavenly Father and as an inheritor of the 
Kingdom of God. 

THE PRAYERS 

Heavenly Father, we pray for Michael’s parents, Alison and Mark, in their 
parenting of Michael, whom we have baptised in your name.  Give to them the 
spirit of wisdom and love.  May Michael grow up to love and reverence you and 
their home share in the joy of your eternal kingdom.  Amen. 

God of truth and love, we pray for Michael’s godparents David and Elizabeth. 
Enable them to share with their godson what you have revealed in your holy 
gospel.  We ask this in the name of our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  

THE BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face to shine upon you and 
be gracious to you, the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace, 
now and always.  Amen.  

Please stand for  

THE GREETING OF PEACE  

We are the body of Christ. His Spirit is with us. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.  

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace. Remain standing for  

THE OFFERTORY HYMN 

During the hymn, an offering is received to support the Cathedral’s ministry. On average 
our congregants contribute $20 each. Please be as generous as you can. Thank you for 
your gift. 

 

2 

I am the gate that leads to life 
along the narrow way, 
the Shepherd 
  who will tend my sheep 
that none are lost or stray. 

3 

I am the Well 
  from whose fresh springs 
life-giving water flows 
and on each side the tree of life 
with leaves for healing grows. 
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4 

I am the Bread, 
  God’s gift from heaven, 
sent down to satisfy 
the hunger which cries out for food; 
who eats shall never die. 

6 

I am the Resurrection life, 
the power of God whereby 
whoever truly trusts in me 
shall live and never die. 

5 

I am the Vine 
  whose branches grow 
united in one root; 
who dwell in me, and I in them, 
shall live and bear much fruit. 

7 

I am the Way, the Truth, 
  the Life, 
and truth shall set you free 
to seek and find the way to life 
and live that life in me. 

Robert Willis (b.1947) 
Hymns Ancient and Modern (2013) 665 

THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation: through your goodness we have these 
gifts to share. Accept and use our offerings to your glory and for the service of 
your kingdom: Blessed be God forever. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

The president offers our thanks to God for the grace and mercy made available to us in 
Christ, and in response we sing together:  

 
 

Matthias (b.1954), Christ Church Mass 
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The president recalls the Last Supper, and a minister introduces the following acclamation 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

The prayer continues, and concludes: 

... in songs of never-ending praise: 
Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Being made one by the power of the Spirit, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray, 
each in our own language,  

Notre Père...,  Padre nuestro..., Vater unser...,  我們在天上的父 …Bapa kami...,   

E to matou Matua...,  天の父よ ... 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

THE INVITATION  

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ in 
remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith with 
thanksgiving. 

All baptised Christians are invited to receive the bread and the wine of the Eucharist. 
Please tell the priest if you prefer to receive a gluten free wafer or a blessing. Please keep 
your valuables with you. 

THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER     Said by the president and people, standing. 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise that when we were still far off you 
met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he declared your 
love, gave us grace and opened the gate of glory. May we who share Christ’s 
body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the 
Spirit lights give light to the world. 
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Keep us in this hope that we have grasped; so we and all your children shall be 
free, and the whole earth live to praise your name. Amen. 

Remain standing for 

THE DISMISSAL HYMN  

 
 

With praise and thanksgiving to God everliving 
the tasks of our everyday life we will face, 
our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, 
embracing as neighbours all those of each race. 
One feast that has fed us, one light that has led us, 
unite us as one in his life that we share. 
Then may all the living, with praise and thanksgiving, 
give honour to Christ and his name that we bear. 

Omer Westendorf (1916-97) alt. 
Hymns Ancient and Modern New Standard 510 

THE BLESSING  

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you 
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you what is pleasing in his 
sight; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
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THE DISMISSAL  

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!   

THE ORGAN VOLUNTARY  

Judas Maccabaeus (Thine be the glory) - Emily Maxson Porter (b. 1942)  
Mrs Roslyn Carolane, Cathedral Assistant Organist. 

 
WORSHIP LEADERS President: The Revd Canon Dr Jill Firth; Preacher: The Revd 
Canon Matt Williams; Cathedral Assistant Organist: Mrs Roslyn Carolane. 

CANONS IN RESIDENCE  The Revd Canon Matt Williams and Canon Rob Deutscher 

JOIN US FOR COFFEE You are warmly invited to join us for coffee or tea, and a chat, 
after the service. 

 

PERMISSIONS The Holy Communion Second Order: A Prayer Book for Australia © 1995 Broughton 
Publishing. Texts of Scripture: the New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989 Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. Hymns are reproduced by permission. © 2018 The Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral. 


