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From the Dean
Last year, St Paul’s was privileged to host the Ntaria
Ladies Choir, a sub-section of the Central Australian
Aboriginal Women’s Choir, which has recently garnered
media attention as the subject of a documentary, The
Song Keepers. The documentary follows the charismatic
Aboriginal singers from remote Central Australia to
Germany, where they sing the hymns taught to their
communities by German missionaries in the nineteenth
century, in their own Western Arranta and Pitjantjara
languages.
When the Ntaria Ladies Choir sang at St Paul’s, they gave
a glimpse of the way in which music, especially sacred
music, can bridge linguistic and cultural boundaries
and enable us to share in something that is greater than
ourselves. In its ministry of music the Ntaria choir
combines a unique musical legacy of timeless Aboriginal
languages, German Lutheran liturgy and baroque music
which it has now taken across the world. If you missed
the choir’s performance here at St Paul’s, then I strongly
encourage you to watch the documentary.
Last week, the renowned opera singer and composer Dr
Deborah Cheetham AO (see full profile beginning on
page 2) accepted our invitation to become the patron of
the Girls’ Voices of the Cathedral Choir. Dr Cheetham
is a Yorta Yorta woman and a member of the Stolen
Generation. In our conversations with Deborah, she
told us how she also uses the power of music, in her case,
opera, to allow audiences to share in a cultural tradition
that spans millennia, and bring the stories of Aboriginal
Australia to life.
I am humbled by Dr Cheetham’s acceptance of our
invitation to become a patron, and was inspired and
deeply moved by the performance of the Ntaria Ladies
Choir in spring.

Both my witnessing their performance and my talking
with Deborah reminded me why we invest so much time
and so many resources in our ministry of music: because
we believe that music is able to bring together people
and enable them to share in community, and – especially
when singing hymns and spiritual songs – in communion
with God.
I thank you for enabling us to build bridges through
music and the arts right here at the heart of our City.
Your investment in our music ministry is an investment
in creating community, education, and opportunity for a
new generation of music-makers to share this treasure. Our
Music Foundation enables you to make a tax deductible
donation to enable the gift of music to flourish. With two
choirs – the girls voices and the boys voices singing with
our adult lay clerks – the costs for our music program
have grown in the past two years. This year, I will increase
my own donation to the Foundation by 10%. If you are
able to do the same, I would be delighted. Thank you
for your continued support of gifting music and, through
that timeless language, building community.
The Very Revd Dr Andreas Loewe,
Dean of Melbourne
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St Paul’s Cathedral Melbourne: a home for great music.
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From the Director of Music
It has been wonderful to meet and talk with many Music
Foundation donors over recent months. Various functions
have provided an opportunity for us to meet together, and
to say ‘thank you’ for your generous support.
We are preparing about 40 young girls and boys with a
hope that music and the Faith will play a big role in their
lives, and providing wonderful music for worship at eight
services each week. Thank you for your practical support
of our mission – honestly, we couldn’t do it without you.
In October 2013, Chapter set our Ten Mission
Commitments, and in December that year, our Strategic
Goals for 2014-19. As we begin the process of preparing
new Commitments and Goals for the next five years, it is
also a chance to look back at what we have and have not
been able to achieve.
We have formed the Cathedral Singers and the Cathedral
Consort; we have commissioned women lay clerks for
the first time in the Cathedral’s history, and established
the Girls’ Voices; we have sustained a lunch time concert
series, and partnered with many arts organisations in
making the Cathedral available for suitable concerts;
we have significantly broadened the musical repertoire
of the Cathedral to reflect its heritage, give voice to its
contemporary context, and prepare the way for the future
of liturgical choral and congregational music; and we
have overhauled the scholarship system for our choristers,
in order to ensure that the Cathedral Choir is sustainable
in the long term.
My main priority over the next five years is to overhaul
and boost our honorarium system for lay clerks, so that

those that would wish to can be compensated for their
work for us. There is still the desire for formal liturgical
music here at St Paul’s, but those skilled in performing it
are scarce, and many are now requesting payment – quite
rightly in my opinion. I am not suggesting a complete
reversion to the 1940s (when to be a lay clerk at St Paul’s
was a very well paid and sought after position), but to
work towards the provision of the minimum required to
pay the labourer their dues.
I wonder if you have a friend, family member, or colleague
who you could encourage to join us as a donor and
supporter? Apart from our regular services and concerts,
you, our current donors, are our best ambassadors. No
donation is too small or large, and all of $2 or more are
tax deductible. If every donor asked a friend to contribute,
our funds would increase substantially – even if your
friend (like mine!) can only add $20.
Philip Nicholls
Director of Music

Leading Musician appointed
We were delighted to announce in February the
appointment of Ms Kristy Biber as the first Leading
Musician of St Paul’s Cathedral. Her work focuses
primarily on expanding the range of music offered
at St Paul’s at Diocesan services. Kristy was among
the Cathedral’s first women lay clerks, and has been
a mentor to our Girls’ Voices since their inception.
Kristy is a professional classical vocalist and a music
therapist, with a special interest in working with young
children and their parents. She has sung and played in
many Melbourne churches, and we are pleased that she
is contributing this expertise to the Cathedral Team.

Introducing our new
Girls’ Voices Patron
Dr Deborah Cheetham AO – Yorta Yorta woman,
soprano, composer and educator – has been a leader in
the Australian arts landscape for more than 25 years.

Interview with a donor
Mary Harris is the Convenor of the Cathedral Guides and
has been a donor to the St Paul’s Cathedral Music Foundation
since 2012. She is a parishioner of Christ Church Brunswick.

Deborah had early successes with Short Black Opera Café,
Death Scenes and Drama Queens and ’Til The Black Lady
Sings which combined her talents as a writer, performer
and entrepreneur.
In April 2007, Deborah was awarded a two-year
Fellowship from the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Board of the Australia Council for the Arts, giving her
the opportunity to create Australia’s first Indigenous
opera, Pecan Summer, which tells the story of the 1939
Cummeragunja walk-off. Pecan Summer premiered in
October 2010 with an all-Indigenous cast, and its success
led to the foundation of Short Black Opera Company,
a national not-for-profit opera company devoted to the
discovery and development of Indigenous opera singers.
As Artistic Director of Short Black Opera Company
Deborah has assisted many Indigenous singers to find
their voice through the powerful medium of opera.
In the 2014 Queen’s Birthday Honours List, Deborah was
appointed an Officer of the Order of Australia (AO), for
distinguished service to the performing arts as an opera
singer, composer and artistic director, for encouraging the
development of Indigenous artists, and for innovation in
performance.
Having grown up in a Baptist family, Deborah has a strong
affinity for church music. She first came into contact with
St Paul’s Cathedral when she sang at the State Funeral of Sir
Ninian Stephen last spring, and has since then attended a
rehearsal of the Girls’ Voices and met on several occasions
with a leadership team from the Girls’ Choir School, the
Cathedral and Music Foundation. She is very pleased to
be formalising this association through her patronage of
the Girls’ Voices, and has been delighted by the warmth of
her welcome into the Cathedral community. We share her
delight, and are honoured to name her our new patron.

“I enjoy being a Guide and interacting with the many
visitors. I also like to attend the ordinations – to support
the candidates, even if I don’t know any of them. I feel
that the Cathedral is the ‘home church’ of our Diocese.”
“I give to the St Paul’s Cathedral Music Foundation
because I enjoy church music. St Paul’s continues to
offer the English Cathedral tradition – it is a wonderful
musical heritage and a great complement to the liturgy.
I am delighted with the introduction of the Girls’
Voices and value the important contribution of the Lay
Clerks. I want it to continue for future generations.”
“I grew up at All Saints East St Kilda which had a strong
boys and men choral tradition. June Nixon was a student
of Bernard Clarice, the Musical Director there. The Revd
Paul Harvie, former Musical Director at Brunswick,
trained Philip Nicholls (current Director of Music at the
Cathedral). I have known Philip since he was 6 years old!”
“My favourite service is the Lessons and Carols on
Christmas Eve. The music is marvellous. I particularly
enjoy the fact that so many people come. The Cathedral
is full. People will queue for an hour to get in. It is such
a popular service it is held two weeks earlier as well.”
“The lunchtime concerts on Wednesdays are a very
good initiative. Visitors (and the Guides) also enjoy
it when the organists are rehearsing. Our organ is
highly regarded and many of our Anglican tourists
are aware of its significance before they arrive. The
Cathedral is a different place when there is music.”

Vale Patricia Lascelles:
Patron of the Boys’ Voices
Patricia Lascelles, the Dowager Countess of Harewood,
died on 4 May. Born in Prahran in 1926, Patricia was
a prodigious instrumentalist who, aged just 16, joined
the first violins at the Sydney Symphony Orchestra. In
addition to her patronage of the Boys’ Voices, she was
a governor of the Royal Academy of Music, president
of the Friends of English National Opera North, and
Patron of Leeds United FC and the Huntingdon’s Disease
Association. The Cathedral community gives thanks for
her friendship and patronage, and celebrates her life of
music-making and enabling others’ music to flourish.

Bequests to the
Music Foundation
All bequests are added to the Foundation’s endowment,
a lasting legacy to support the Cathedral’s musical
culture. We recommend the following wording:
I give and bequeath ... to St Paul’s Cathedral Music
Foundation and I declare that the receipt of the Treasurer
or other proper office of the Cathedral shall be sufficient
discharge to my trustees.

Help Replace our
Boys’ Choir Robes
The Music Foundation is currently raising funds for the
replacement of the boys’ choir robes, which are over 20
years old and have understandably accumulated a fair
amount of wear and tear. Dream Stitches, a migrant
and refugee women’s sewing program sponsored by the
Diocese of Melbourne and based at the Anglican Parish
of Box Hill, has been commissioned to create the new
robes. The total cost will be $18,000, or around $500
a set. So far, around $2,500 has been raised by seven
different donors - thank you to those who have already
made a contribution to this important project. It is not
too late to donate; do let us know if you would like to
do so. Similarly, you can also make a targeted donation
towards the Choir’s next recording project, a CD which
will feature the Girls’ Voices.

SAVE THE DATE
28 November, 2018

A Cecilia-tide
cocktail evening
Hosted at Lowther Hall
Anglican Grammar School,
this event will be an opportunity to
meet our new Girls’ Voices patron,
Dr Deborah Cheetham AO,
hear performances from our choirs,
and mix with other donors.
Invitations will be sent to all Music
Foundation donors in due course

Are you a
former chorister?
If so, please do get in touch.
A special Cathedral Choir Alumni
function is being planned for Sunday
9 September, and we would love
to be able to invite as many former
choir members as possible!
Contact Canon Leigh Mackay
lmackay2@stpaulscathedral.org.au

Trustees of the St Paul’s Cathedral Music Foundation:
The Very Revd Dr Andreas Loewe, Miss Rowena Armstrong AO QC, Mr Glen Gersch,The Rt Revd James Grant AM,
Mrs Sally Petty, Professor Peter Sherlock, Mr Michael Leighton Jones, Mr Neil Farbridge-Currie.
For information about the Foundation, contact dean@stpaulscathedral.org.au
For information about the Choir and the music, contact the Director of Music: pnicholls@stpaulscathedral.org.au
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