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FROM THE DEAN

The Season of Pentecost, which began three weeks 
ago and will take us through winter to spring, is an 
invitation to reflect on the gifts that we are given by 
God to grow and flourish. We are each given unique 
gifts as individuals to grow in life: the gifts of insight 
and knowledge, the gifts of wisdom and understanding, 
the gifts of compassion and empathy are some of the 
gifts that help us grow as people of faith. 

Just as we are given gifts that help us grow as a community, 
help us become the body of Christ. Our patron saint St 
Paul writes about this in his epistle to the Corinthians: 
‘the body does not consist of one member but of many’. 

Each of us as individual believers make up the body of 
Christ on earth – the universal church. And each of us 
is invited to bring our own gifts to the building up of 
Christ’s body. Indeed, ‘If one member suffers, all suffer 
together with it; if one member is honoured, all rejoice 
together with it’.

At St Paul’s Cathedral we are richly blessed by the diversity 
of backgrounds and gifts of our members. At last count, 
our members came from more than 25 nations. For a 
large number, English is their third language, for many  
– like me – English is our second language. Your rich 
cultural background helps makes St Paul’s a reflection 
of the promise of Pentecost: that people from all nations 
and languages would share in the gifts that God gives us, 
and that people all over the globe would be equipped to 

Gifts of the 
Spirit

In this issue of Notes & News, we look at the ways in which 
members of our Cathedral community are using their various gifts and skills, 

both within and outside the Cathedral.
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share the good news that God loves us and seeks us to 
love and follow him, to serve and worship him.

In this edition of Notes & News, we are introducing some 
of our congregants and their gifts and interests. We will 
hear from Kathy Kozlowski about her work with the 
Anglican Church Union, and from Mavis Payne about 
her work in communicating the Christian story to 
visitors through our beautiful stained-glass windows. 
We will hear about how we each can contribute our skills 
and talents to the Cathedral’s work, such as for instance 
our gift of prayer or our gifts of sharing in studying the 
Scriptures with others, just as we will hear about the 
incredible artistic gifts of some of our members.

We hear about initiatives that reach out to the people of 
Melbourne, such as our English Conversation Corner, 
or that reach people right where they are, such as a recent 
Riverina Flying Mission by two of our congregants. We 
hear about how we look after our old treasures through 
our Archives, which have recently been acknowledged 
as a collection of national significance, and how we may 
use our gifts of money or talents to help support our 
ministry and mission through our planned giving. I 
give thanks to God for our gifts and our community 
and encourage us to celebrate those gifts.

Each of us is called by God to use our gifts in inviting 
others to share the faith we hold so that Christ’s body 
may continue to grow. Here at St Paul’s we are blessed 
by a rich diversity of gifts, so it’s important to remember 
that we need to look out for one another – especially 
those who may not share our language or cultural 
background or, just as importantly, share our opinions 
or way of doing things. As our patron saint writes to the 
church in Corinth, ‘God arranged the members in the 
body, each one of them, as he chose’. Indeed, if we all 
were the same, the body of Christ would be much the 
poorer. Paul put it this way: ‘If all were a single member, 
where would the body be?’

Thank you for being a part of our Cathedral community. 
It is my prayer for us this Pentecost-tide that we may use 
our many wonderful God-given gifts to help build up 
and grow the body of Christ right here at the heart of 
Melbourne.

PROMISE OF A NEW SENIOR 
CLERIC FOR ST PAUL’S
Chapter has committed to creating a strategic new 
full-time clergy role - a Canon Missioner - as part 
of the Cathedral’s commitment to being a place of 
‘evangelisation that makes and equips new generations 
of Christians’. This historic third full-time appointment 
will have a specific emphasis on enabling members 
of the Cathedral’s congregations to deepen their own 

faith, and equipping them to share their faith with 
others. Chapter members are conscious of the absolute 
necessity of this new role, which will enable Christian 
teaching and learning initiatives to expand and flourish 
in a way that would be challenging to facilitate within 
the current staffing structure. As Canon Leigh Mackay 
put it at the most recent Chapter meeting: there are 
some things we aim for and aspire to because they are 
‘nice to have’ - this appointment is a ‘must-have’.

The Canon Missioner will work with the Dean in 
developing mission, discipleship and education 
programs to promote growth in the knowledge of 
God and spiritual maturity among the Cathedral’s 
congregants, and to build new relationships with local 
residents and visitors. He or she will identify and train 
congregational leaders to become a network of leaders 
that support our growing numbers of congregants. 
Initially this work will build connections between 
existing programs, such as the Cathedral’s successful ESL 
outreach, its Mandarin Ministry, as well as our Bible 
studies or occasional teaching programs, such as the 
recent ‘How to read the Bible’ program. The new cleric 
will coordinate mentoring of congregational leaders, 
as well as theological students who are training for 
ministry, with a view to establishing ministry networks, 
such as prayer or pastoral visitor groups, regional Bible 
study groups or interest groups such as Christians in the 
workplace. 

Chapter has now formally resolved to raise the necessary 
funds to appoint a Canon Missioner early next year. In 
its budget planning for 2019 and 2020, the Cathedral’s 
Finance Committee foresees that an additional $50,000 
will need to be raised each year to enable this important 
appointment. Generous donations from our members 
have already enabled us to raise $25,000 – or 50% 
of the 2019 target. We would be delighted to hear 
from you if you were able to help with a specific gift, 
or increase your weekly giving, to enable us to reach 
this goal of adequately resourcing our ministry to our 
growing congregations. 

GIVING TO YOUR 
CATHEDRAL
Dorothea Rowse, Planned Giving Administrator 

Planned giving in the Anglican Church has a long and 
distinguished history. In my youth it was “half a crown” 
or “two bob” in the plate from everyone, every Sunday, 
to support the work of the parish. The envelopes and 
pledged amounts came later. Where everyone in the 
parish took part, it was possible for a parish to generate 
its budget on the basis of the promises made – and 
largely kept. 
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Times have changed. The concept of the pledged amount 
has largely died, and only about half of the people still 
using the envelopes system are prepared to say how 
much they will give each week. The amounts being 
given by direct debit are largely unknown ahead of time. 
This means that using planned giving for budgeting 
purposes has become almost entirely obsolete.

There are now many more ways in which money can 
be given to the church. At the Cathedral, these include 
cash in the plate (still very popular), envelopes, direct 
debit via the ADF, direct debit straight to the Cathedral, 
and, the newest arrival, “Tap and Go” using a credit 
card facility in the collection plate on Sunday morning. 

From the Cathedral’s point of view direct debit is the 
most satisfactory method as the money comes in a 
reliable stream, whether or not the giver is able to attend 
church on any given Sunday. Cash in the plate and “Tap 
and Go” are less predictable, as they depend on the giver 
being physically present to donate.  

From 2018 I am planning to limit the envelopes system 
to those who are already in it. I will not be adding 
anyone new.  The envelopes have a cost and opening 
them adds time to counting the collection each week. 
People currently using envelopes will still be able to 
obtain a set but will not have to pledge an amount. 

The Cathedral needs a reliable income stream if it is to 
keep the lights on and the doors open, and continue to 
provide a high standard of ministry to our congregations. 
I would urge everyone to think carefully about how 
they give to the Cathedral, either in money or time. 
Even if you are not taking part in a formal pledged 
planned giving scheme, I would encourage you make 
a conscious decision as to how much you are going to 
give this year, whatever method you use, and stick to it. 
Envelopes, as well as yellow slips for those who use 
direct debit, will be available from me on 24 June.

A PATRON FOR THE  
GIRLS’ VOICES
In May, Dr Deborah Cheetham AO (above right) 
accepted the Dean’s offer to become the Patron of the 
Girls’ Voices of the Cathedral choir. Dr Cheetham – 
a proud Yorta Yorta woman, soprano, composer and 
educator – has been a leader in the Australian arts 
landscape for more than 25 years.

Dr Cheetham had early successes with one-woman 
shows Short Black Opera Café, Death Scenes and Drama 
Queens and ’Til The Black Lady Sings which combined 
her talents as a writer, performer and entrepreneur. 

In April 2007, she was awarded a two-year Fellowship 

from the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Board 
of the Australia Council for the Arts, giving her the 
opportunity to create Australia’s first Indigenous 
opera.  Pecan Summer, which tells the story of the 
1939 Cummeragunja walk-off, premiered in October 
2010 with an all-Indigenous cast, and its success led 
to the foundation of Short Black Opera Company, a 
national not-for-profit opera company devoted to the 
discovery and development of Indigenous opera singers. 
As Artistic Director of Short Black Opera Company 
Deborah has assisted many Indigenous singers to find 
their voice through the powerful medium of opera. 

In the 2014 Queen’s Birthday Honours List, Deborah 
was appointed an Officer of the Order of Australia 
(AO), for distinguished service to the performing arts 
as an opera singer, composer and artistic director, for 
encouraging the development of Indigenous artists, and 
for innovation in performance.

Having grown up in a Baptist family, Deborah has a 
strong affinity for church music. She first came into 
contact with St Paul’s Cathedral when she sang at the 
State Funeral of Sir Ninian Stephen last spring, and 
has since then attended a rehearsal of the Girls’ Voices 
and met on several occasions with a leadership team 
from the Girls’ Choir School, the Cathedral and Music 
Foundation. She is very pleased to be formalising this 
association through her patronage of the Girls’ Voices, 
and has been delighted by the warmth of her welcome 
into the Cathedral community. We share her delight, 
and are honoured to name her our new patron. 

Dean Andreas said: ‘My conversations with Deborah  
have reminded me why we invest so much time and 
so many resources in our ministry of music: because 
we believe that music is able to bring together people 
and enable them to share in community, and – 
especially when singing hymns and spiritual songs – in 
communion with God’. 
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STORIES UNDER THE 
WINDOWS
The Revd Mavis Payne

Each Monday at 1.00pm, volunteers greet some of the 
many visitors who come into the Cathedral, and invite 
them to take some time to explore the Bible stories 
depicted in our stained glass windows. 

The Cathedral Close aisle windows show scenes from 
the life of Jesus, and the windows in the Swanston Street 
aisle depict the life of St Paul, so there is plenty of scope 
for storytelling. 

Many of the visitors have little or no knowledge of the 
Christian faith, and often speak limited English, so we 
adapt the story as required to make it accessible for the 
listener. Afterwards we invite them to reflect upon the 
story. An encounter with a visitor might go something 
like this:

‘Hello, would you like to hear the story which is pictured 
in this window?’  

‘Each of the windows in St. Paul’s tells a story from the 
Christian Bible. Are you familiar with any Christian 
stories?’

‘Paul was a devout Jew who persecuted followers of 
Jesus. But the risen Jesus appeared to Paul, and he then 
believed in him and became his follower. Paul began 
telling other people about Jesus, travelling around 
modern day Turkey.’

‘In this window you see Paul and his travelling 
companion Barnabas. When they came to a village 
called Lystra, a man who was lame from birth listened 
to Paul speak about Jesus. Paul looked at the man and 
said to him, ‘Stand up on your feet.’ The man jumped 
up and began to walk.’

‘When the people saw what had happened, they shouted 
out, ‘The gods have down to us in human form.’ They 
called Barnabas ‘Zeus’ and Paul ‘Hermes’. In the next 
window … the priest of Zeus brought oxen to offer 
a sacrifice to Paul and Barnabas. They were horrified 
and said to the crowd, ‘We are not gods; we are people 
like you. We are bringing you the good news that you 
should not worship idols, but turn to the living God. 
He is the one who made everything there is. He gives 
you all the good things you have — food, sunshine, 
rain — these are all signs of the goodness and love of the 
one true God. He loves you and cares for you.  He has 
sent his son Jesus so we can know him. It is this Jesus 
we speak about.’ 

‘What stands out for you in this story?’

Above: One of the windows described in Mavis Payne’s story, in which 
the priests of Zeus try to sacrifice oxen to Paul and Barnabas, who they 
mistake for gods. Photo: Geoffrey Wallace.

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDIES
Rod Kennedy

Every Sunday after the 9am service, congregants descend 
on the Barbara Darling Room for a cup of tea, a snack 
and a chat. After half an hour of fellowship, we settle 
down for our weekly Bible Study.

Organised by the Canon Pastor, the Revd Chris 
Carolane, and by the Revd Professor Pan Chou Wee, 
the Bible Study currently attracts around 20 attendees 
in total, and runs for roughly an hour from 10.45am 
until 11.45am each Sunday.

We have two groups, which meet at the same time: the 
‘standard’ group and the ‘multilingual’ group. The first 
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THE AUSTRALIAN  
CHURCH UNION
Kathy Kozlowski

Over the past ten years or so I have served on the 
committee of the Australian Church Union, Melbourne 
Branch. Better known as just the ACU its tagline is 
‘Catholic Anglicans Embracing the Future’. 

Each year we organise the Keble Celebration, a 
Eucharist held in different parishes around the Diocese 
to commemorate the Assize Sermon preached by John 
Keble in 1833, which is considered to have started 
the Oxford Movement and the renewal of Catholic 
spirituality in the Church of England. To me it is always 
wonderful to know and be part of the rich tapestry of 
Anglican liturgy being prayed and sung throughout 
the suburbs; fascinating in its variety but familiar in its 
wisdom and beauty. This year the Keble Eucharist will 
be at Christ Church Brunswick on Monday 16 July. 

Among other activities, such as supporting theological 
education, we also hold the annual Jessie Nicholson 
Memorial Lecture in February, with guest speakers 
from Australia and overseas. Jessie will be remembered 
by many at St Paul’s as a distinguished, loved and feisty 
member of this congregation for many years.

WRITING INTERCESSIONS
Rob Till

‘Me, do the intercessions? There’s no way I could do 
that, Heather. What would I say, and what would they 
think of me? Sorry, but you’ll have to ask someone else.’ 

I wonder how many times we have made a response 
like that when asked to do something different – to step 
outside our comfort zone. It was certainly my response 
when first asked to write and lead the intercessions.  
However a little later I reflected on my reluctance to say 
yes. I thought of Moses’ response to God when asked 
to go to Egypt, or the response to the voice in the dark 
from Samuel: ‘Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth’.All 
that was necessary was to step out in faith and trust that 
the Lord was calling me for this particular role.

The intercessor is speaking on behalf of the congregation, 
not to the congregation.  My prayers are addressed 
to the Lord and they are an opportunity to gather up 
some of the thoughts and prayers which may also be 
in the hearts of others.  Of course, it is not possible in 
around five minutes of prayers to pray for every need 
and situation, therefore it is a judgement call on what 
to include.

In my prayers you are hearing my voice expressing what 
is in my heart on issues which I have been thinking 
about over the previous week. This is not something to 
be left to the last minute, nor simply an extract from 
the weekly pew sheet or the newspaper. This is far too 
important to be taken lightly.  I also try to avoid using 
prayers written by others or prayers taken from the 
prayer book – I want my prayers to reflect who I am, as 
that is what I am bringing to the service.

Each week through the intercessions we hear different 
voices speaking in different ways on our behalf and this 
involvement of lay people is a vital part of our worship 
as it unites clergy and people in the one body of Christ.

group meets in the Barbara Darling Room. Members 
of the group take it in turns to prepare for and lead the 
sessions, and our discussions are enriched by the wide 
variety of backgrounds and experiences of our attendees.

The multilingual group meets in the Canons’ Vestry 
and conducts the Bible study in plain English, assisted, 
where necessary, by the additional language capabilities 
of its attendees. Several members of this group are 
current or former regular attendees at the English 
Conversation Corner who have come to the Bible Study 
to enrich their understanding of Christianity. In turn, 
members of the multilingual Bible Study Group have 
found ECC a great opportunity to practise and improve 
their English and meet new faces.

Topics are decided in consultation with the groups’ 
members, in order to cover areas of particular interest 
or concern, or for significance to the current liturgical 
season. During May and June, both groups have been 
studying the first letter of John. Although we often 
progress through a particular theme or book of the 
Bible over the course of several weeks, each session is 
conducted on a standalone basis and participants may 
attend as often (or as rarely) as they like.

The Bible Study is friendly, free and open to all. Do join 
us as you are able.

In 2018, the ACU is embarking on a new venture: 
hosting film afternoons. Our first, held at ACMI in 
Federation Square in early May, was the Italian comedy 
God Willing, about a successful atheist surgeon’s horror 
when his son announces he wants to become a Catholic 
priest! If you haven’t seen it, it is available on DVD 
and worth chasing up. These afternoons, we hope, will 
provide a good opportunity for clergy and laypeople, 
and their friends and families, to see good films that they 
might have missed, and enjoying each other’s company 
outside church walls. There should be more of it!

If you are interested in keeping up with ACU activities 
please do come and speak to me. New members are 
always welcome. 
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THE RIVERINA  
FLYING MISSION
Rob Faithfull

In 1984, as a young, would-be professional pilot, I flew 
for several weeks with Flying Padre David Robinson at 
Broken Hill – my first experience of visiting far-western 
New South Wales. In 2016, another opportunity 
presented itself: to fly the Rt Revd Rob Gillion, Bishop 
of Riverina, around the remotest areas of his diocese, 
which he was seldom (if ever) able to visit otherwise.  
I have now completed this trip three times, twice 
accompanied by Bishop Rob.

This year, I had the opportunity to share the challenges 
of ministry in the Riverina Diocese with Canon Rob 
Deutscher and Andrew Malone (a lecturer at Ridley 
College).  We departed Lilydale Airport on 20 April, 
bound for Wilcannia, Tibooburra and Broken Hill. 

My intention on these trips is always to share the 
Christian faith with people we meet, and to support 
Christian folk living in remote areas where church 
services are not regular. The Riverina is a vast diocese, 
resources are stretched, and visitors can be in short 
supply. The Broken Hill church members, many of 
whom once lived in Wilcannia, really appreciate our 
visits, especially when we are able to bring their Bishop. 
We arrived at Wilcannia on Friday evening and stayed 
at a bed and breakfast run by Andrew Stacey, a mainstay 
of the Wilcannia Anglican congregation who is on his 
own journey of outreach with the local Aboriginal 
community. The Revd Helen Ferguson, Priest in Charge 
of the Parish of Broken Hill and Far West, came up from 
Broken Hill to conduct a service at St James’ Wilcannia  
(below) on Saturday afternoon. This was followed by 
music and meditation at the church, in which we were 
supported by a number of Broken Hill Christians.

We travelled to Tibooburra on Sunday, taking Revd 
Helen with us. Helen is not normally able to make 
it to Tibooburra, which is over 300km from Broken 
Hill, close to Cameron Corner, where the borders 
of NSW, Queensland and South Australia intersect. 
We conducted a service at the Church of the Corner 
(above) at 5.30pm. The service was attended by us and 
Cathy Gilby, who faithfully maintains the church for 
the town. Julie Gilby (no relation), from Ashford NSW, 
was another visitor at the service that evening. Julie 
and her husband had been touring around southern 
Queensland on holidays, and had spotted our service 
flyer in the Tibooburra Café. She doubted any of us 
would have heard of Ashford, and was surprised when I 
told her that I grew up in a neighbouring town!

On Monday we dropped in on David Shrimpton, one 
of the Uniting Church’s current ‘flying padres’, who is 
based in Broken Hill. Over morning tea, we discussed 
strategies for linking with remote communities. David, 
whose ‘parish’ covers half a million square kilometres, 
and whose previous posting in the Northern Territory 
covered an area six times larger, was uniquely placed to 
offer some insights on this topic! 

Our trips are full of good conversations, mostly 
impromptu and quite varied. We spent time with 
Andrew Stacey at Wilcannia on Saturday, helping to 
set up the church (which has no permanent electricity 
connection) for the evening music and light show. We 
spoke to a group of motorcyclists having a break at a 
Wilcannia café and a caravanning couple from Bondi in 
NSW.  We also met a group of shearers on the veranda 
of the Tibooburra pub, and a gas pipeline worker hailing 
from Albury, who was working 12 hours a day on 21 
day shifts.
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YAKAMA YAPANEYEPUK 
EXHIBITION
Sean Whittaker

Over the last few months I have had the immense 
privilege of working with Aboriginal artists from Kaiela 
Arts Shepparton towards a collaborative exhibition for 
National Reconciliation Week 2018 as the Cathedral’s 
Artist-in-Residence. The exhibition, entitled Yakama 
Yapaneyepuk (Yorta Yorta for ‘come together’), collects 
our shared efforts in learning about and responding to 
one another’s cultures. 

The artists from Kaiela spent time sketching in the 
Cathedral earlier in the year, and this ‘culture-sharing’ 
is very evident in the finished works on display, which 
combine traditional Aboriginal painting techniques with 
Christian symbolism and elements of the Cathedral’s 
architecture, such as our organ and windows.   

It has been a privilege and a challenge to renew my flying 
skills after a break of 20 years, and to commit those 
skills to supporting the Christian faith in the Diocese of 
The Riverina. In taking on this venture I have grown in 
my own faith, as well as having had the opportunity to 
encourage others in theirs. 

I am supported in prayer and financially by the people of 
St Paul’s, for which I am very grateful. I would encourage 
others to step out in faith and exercise their gifts – the 
rewards are far greater than you could imagine.

If you would like to find out more about the Riverina
Flying Mission, do come along to the Barbara 
Darling Room at 12.15pm on Sunday 17 June, when 
Rob, Andrew and I will be giving an informal talk 
and information session about this most recent trip.

Coming from a background in fine arts, particularly 
contemporary art, this has been a very challenging – yet 
ultimately rewarding – project for me. From teaching 
children to sculpt clay turtles, to being involved in 
the creation of a giant Rainbow Serpent, and even 
witnessing Yorta Yorta elders rediscover their own 
language; I have learnt things and met people I never 
would have imagined. And while I can’t speak on behalf 
of the other artists, or properly convey in words the 
countless things they have all taught and shared with 
me about their various countries and cultures, for me, 
this collaboration has really brought home the need for 
reconciliation, now more than ever.

Australia is currently in the midst of working towards 
a treaty with our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples, which would recognise their sovereignty as 
Australia’s First Nations people. Unfortunately, progress 
is being held back by a range of issues, not least the 
lack of bipartisan parliamentary support for major 
contentions of the Uluru Statement from the Heart last 
October. 

But although a change to government policy is a key 
goal, it is not necessarily the end goal. When grassroots 
communities (in this case, St Paul’s Cathedral, and 
Kaiela Arts) come together with mutual honesty, respect 
and understanding, making a point and being heard, we 
are still working towards reconciliation. And the more 
this is able to happen,  the closer we get to achieving our 
shared aims.

So let us come together during National Reconciliation 
Week and lead our government to treaty by example; by 
truly seeing and respecting the human spirit in everyone 
we engage with, regardless of our differences.

Yakama Yapaneyepuk runs from 27 May to 22 June 
in the Transept Gallery.



8

ICON-WRITING  
IN THE CATHEDRAL
Lynne Gray

If you visit the Cathedral any Thursday morning you 
could well find an artist-in-residence in the Macartney 
Chapel. I call this my ‘office’; however, it has become to 
me a sacred space where I can be still, and practise the 
sacred art of icon painting.

Our family started attending St Paul’s regularly at the 
beginning 2014, after enjoying Christmas Eve services 
several years running. The beauty of the architecture, 
the reverent atmosphere and the glorious music drew 
us to this church that we now call home. And it seemed 
that here was a place where my years of practising icon 
painting might be recognised, and opportunities found 
to share this God-given talent with others.

There are always visitors in the Cathedral, and many 
are interested in what I am doing there. The traditional 
method of painting in egg tempera that prevailed before 
the fourteenth century, using powdered pigments 
and egg yolk as binder, is unknown to most people. I 
enjoy interacting with our visitors and explaining the 
technique to them. It is very rewarding for artists to 
be encouraged in their work, and sometimes I even get 
blessed!

My time working here is also very reflective and 
prayerful—it needs to be, or I could not produce what 
I do. Pausing for midday Eucharist, when I can, is an 
added blessing.

Currently I am working on a private commission of Our 
Lady of Vladimir. This stylised, Orthodox piece is an 
unusual one for me as I mostly paint in the fourteenth 
century Italian style, a style I learned from Dr Ursula 
Betka of the Ellesmere School. 

During Lent 2016 I gave my first solo exhibition, here 
in the Transept Gallery. It was entitled Light from Light, 
and included illuminated manuscripts, icons painted on 
wood, and pieces in verre églomisé (gold leaf on glass). 
One of the purchases at the exhibition, an icon called 
The Appearance on Lake Tiberius, was subsequently  
gifted to All Saints Kooyong, where it now prominently 
adorns the organ case.

Images of my icons have been used by the Cathedral on 
orders of service at Christmas, and on the Christmas 
cards that you might have received from the Cathedral 
team. I am about to start work on a new icon based on 
the Cathedral’s Nativity window. 

Decorating the Paschal candle has been my focus during 
Lent the past two years. Painting well on wax requires 
patience, and paint of an exact consistency. 

This year, I added gold leaf to the image of the Paschal 
Lamb, reflecting the resurrection glory. 

My paintings are available for purchase in the Cathedral 
shop from time to time, where there is also a range of 
greeting cards featuring images from icons I have painted 
over the years. Plans for the future include producing 
small personal icons to sell in the Cathedral shop, 
offering classes at the Cathedral in painting illuminated 
manuscripts in the English and Celtic traditions of 
sacred art, and staging another exhibition when time 
permits. 

If you are in the Cathedral on a Thursday morning and 
notice me in the chapel, do pop over and say hello.

Above: Lynne applies the finishing touches to this year’s Paschal candle. 
Photo: Craig Gray..

Below: This icon of the Magi is currently for sale in the Cathedral shop. 
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ENGLISH CONVERSATION 
CORNER
Sue Hawley

English Conversation Corner, or ECC, is a free, informal 
class for people who speak English as an additional 
language and want to improve their spoken English. It 
started in 2011 with classes on Monday and Wednesday 
in the old crypt. During the renovations to the crypt 
the classes moved to St James’ Old Cathedral; when the 
Barbara Darling Room was opened the Monday class 
returned to St Paul’s and the Wednesday class remained 
at St James’.

Classes are organised into groups of up to 7 students 
with an English-speaking volunteer. Each class has a 
theme with questions, discussion points, role plays and 
other conversation-focused activities, which help the 
students develop vocabulary and improve their ability 
to converse in English.

The volunteers’ role is to facilitate discussion by 
explaining terms, idioms and cultural references, and 
demonstrating: ‘In English we would say….’ Ideally, 
the volunteers do only 20% of the speaking in class. It 
isn’t necessary to be a teacher to be an ECC volunteer 
– you only need a desire to meet and talk with people 
from other cultures and a good knowledge of colloquial 
English!

ECC caters for all nationalities and faith backgrounds 
and the themed lessons are not Christian in focus. 
However, each session ends with the opportunity 

to hear a Bible story told in simple English, with an 
opportunity to retell the story and ask questions. On 
Monday the class is followed by a service in simple 
English in the Cathedral, to which all students are 
invited, and after the service a free dinner is served in 
the Barbara Darling Room. Since the class has been 
operating, several students have been baptised into the 
Christian faith.

I became involved in ECC as a result of an appeal for 
volunteers at a Cathedral service. I was in the process of 
retiring, was looking for volunteer work and thought 
this was an area to which I could contribute. I had 
also relatively recently become a member of the St 
Paul’s congregation and was happy to become involved 
in a Cathedral ministry. It has been interesting and 
rewarding to develop relationships with people from 
other countries who are keen to improve their English, 
proud of their own cultures and often insightful in 
discussion. I am currently one of a group of volunteers 
who lead lessons and I have recently started to exercise 
another of my skills by leading the singing at the evening 
service.

In the 6 years that I have been an ECC volunteer I have 
come to appreciate the importance of this outreach 
to our students – as a safe, non-judgemental place to 
practice their English, but also a place where they are 
known and welcomed and can meet others who are 
far from home and trying to make new friends. Their 
enthusiasm and gratitude are humbling. It is a joy and 
a privilege to be part of this ministry at the Cathedral.
Below: Sue teaches a full-group session at the English Conversation 
Corner. Photo: Hannah Hornsby.
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VALE GEORGE YACOUB
The Cathedral community was saddened to hear of the 
recent death of George Yacoub (above), much-loved 
Administrator of the Cathedral between 2010 and 
2015.

George was born in Tanta, Egypt in 1953, and migrated 
to Australia with his family at the age of 17. He married 
Teresa in 1979 and they were blessed with two children, 
Michelle and David.

Photo: The Melbourne Anglican

MAINTAINING THE 
CATHEDRAL ARCHIVES
Dorothea Rowse

The role of Honorary Cathedral Archivist at St Paul’s 
Cathedral has been a journey for which my past career 
has certainly prepared me, but which has also taken 
some quite unexpected turns. My first impression of the 
archives, when they were squeezed into one end of the old 
Crypt, was that in such a cramped space, it was difficult 
to form any impression at all, let alone get a serious idea 
as to the significance of the collection. The move into a 
bigger space upstairs revealed a collection which looked 
much more interesting than I had anticipated, but I 
was still sure that it could be reorganised and described 
within a couple of years! 

A gradual influx of papers found in stationery cupboards 
or on top of bookcases, hidden on the top shelf of 
the Sacristy safe or at the back of a cupboard in the 
Dean’s Study, has seen the collection steadily expand. 
Some of the most fascinating items recovered have 
included a huge roll of exceptionally large 1880s plans, 
Precentor Kircher’s small suitcase containing a bundle 
of construction documents, and a very long series of 
financial registers. Given the unpromising circumstances 
of their storage, it is nothing short of miraculous that 
these items managed to survive. 

What has emerged over the past six and half years 
has been enough to keep me engaged and fascinated. 
The Cathedral Archives are a combination of official 
documents, personal papers, plans, photographs and 
artworks, printed volumes, diaries and workbooks, 
newspaper cuttings and visitors’ books and various 
other noteworthy items. This is a small archive by 
general standards. It is, however, strong enough to 
support diverse research projects such as Dr Ian Burk’s 
books on the Cathedral Organists, or an Aberdeen 
professor’s research into the use of Devonshire marble. 
Currently underway are a comparison of Clayton and 
Bell windows in our Cathedral and Truro Cathedral in 
Cornwall, and an attempt to use the Butterfield letters 
to get a correct chronological sequence of the plans held 
by the State Library.  

My involvement with the Cathedral Archives has not 
turned out quite as I predicted. With my university 
degrees in history and my thirty years of experience 
in academic libraries and national archives, I had 
anticipated that once I had everything in order there 
would be little interest  in the collection – it was, after 
all, small and specific, and had been fairly untouched 
and unused when I started. However, I now find 
myself providing an archival information service with 

an average of a query a week (50-60 per year, and 
growing annually). With my increasing experience , 
some questions are easily answered, while others take 
quite bit of digging. While there is the occasional 
standard genealogical enquiry about the wedding or 
baptism of some long-deceased relative, many of the 
queries I receive come from Cathedral staff and Chapter 
committee members, wanting to clarify some point on 
the construction of the building or the substance of 
historic Chapter decisions. The Archives have even been 
used as a resource for the current Metro Rail project.

The past six years working with the Cathedral’s records 
and treasures have made me even more passionate about 
the Cathedral, its history and its possessions than I was 
when I started! 

Under Dorothea’s leadership, the Cathedral Archives 
have recently been recognised as a Collection of 
National Significance
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Sunday 1 July, 2018

PATRONAL 
FESTIVAL

10am: Combined morning 
Eucharist (Preacher: The Dean)

11.15am: Cathedral AGM
12.30pm: Patronal Festival Lunch 

(bookings essential)
6pm: Provincial Choral Evensong 

(Preacher: Ven. Philip Muston)

George had a successful career as a professional 
administrator in the public, hospital, and private sectors 
before coming to St Paul’s. With a sharp eye for detail 
and a nose for a shrewd deal (or a dodgy operator!), 
George had run hospitals and managed banks – with 
all the machinations involved therein – before trying 
his hand at a cathedral. These important qualities he 
needed in abundance at St Paul’s, working with two 
Deans and the Cathedral accountants to bring the 
accounting and reporting systems into the 20th century, 
as well as coordinating the planning and delivery of the 
Cathedral Building renovations. With George around, 
everyone knew the job would get done, as efficiently 
and inexpensively as possible.

He had a passion for cars, and loved to wash and detail 
them in the front yard every Saturday morning, with 
his Arabic music turned up loud for the whole street 
to hear. He was also a one-eyed Bombers fan. But his 
family was his chiefest joy. He was so pleased that his 
retirement allowed him more time to spend with his 
grandchildren, Margarita and Foti, the apples of his 
eyes, and no part of his week was so important as his 
regular Sunday lunch with the family at Papa Gino’s on 
Lygon Street.  

George was a lifelong member of the Orthodox Church, 
and his funeral, held at the Panagia Soumela Parish 
Church in Keilor East, was attended by a large circle 
of family and friends, as well as many members of the 
Cathedral community. During the service, George was 
remembered by his family as a model of love, integrity 
and good humour, but also as a man of deep faith, 
whose strong Christian principles shaped every aspect 
of his life and profoundly influenced those around him.

Our prayers are with Teresa and the family, as they both 
mourn his loss and reflect on a rich, full life, well-lived.

May George rest in peace and rise in glory.

SUPPORT THE MUSIC 
FOUNDATION
As the financial year draws to a close, you may wish to 
consider making a tax-deductible donation to our Music 
Foundation, to help enable the excellent liturgical music 
provided by the Cathedral’s choir and musicians to 
continue. While general donations are always welcome, 
the Music Foundation is also currently seeking targeted 
contributions towards two special projects. 

The boys’ choir robes, which are have accumulated a 
fair amount of wear and tear over 20 years of use, need 
to be replaced. The new robes will be sewn by Dream 
Stitches, a migrant and refugee women’s sewing program 
sponsored by the Diocese of Melbourne, and will cost 

around $500 per set, a total of $18,000. Do let us know 
if you feel able to contribute to this project. Similarly, 
you can also make a targeted donation towards the 
Choir’s next recording project, a CD which will feature 
the Girls’ Voices. 

If you would like a copy of the Music Foundation 
donation form, it can be found on the Cathedral 
website, or in hard copy or by contacting Hannah 
Hornsby (hhornsby@stpaulscathedral.org.au). Please 
also let Hannah know if you, or a friend or relative, 
are a former member of the Cathedral Choir. We are 
keen to maintain contact with former choristers, and 
are hoping to be able to invite as many as possible to an 
Alumni function later in the year.



Sunday  8:00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
  9:00 am  Family Communion 
    Service
  10:30 am Choral Eucharist
  6:00 pm   Choral Evensong 

Monday  12:15 pm Eucharist
  5:10 pm  Evening Prayer                  
    in Simple English

Tuesday  12:15 pm Eucharist
  5:10 pm  Choral Evensong
  
Wednesday 12:15 pm Eucharist
  5:10 pm  Choral Evensong

Thursday 12:15 pm Eucharist
  5:10 pm  Choral Evensong

Friday  12:15 pm Eucharist
  5:10 pm  Choral Evensong

Saturday 10:00am  Mandarin Worship 
  12:15 pm Eucharist

Public Holidays 12:15 pm Eucharist

Note: Choral Evensong is replaced with Evening Prayer 
during school holidays

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

Cathedral Prayer

Almighty God, 
who caused the light of the gospel 
to shine throughout the world 
through the preaching of your servant Saint Paul: 
grant that we may follow him in bearing witness 
to your truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
Amen.

St Paul’s Cathedral Melbourne
209 Flinders Lane
Melbourne
Victoria 3000

Tel. (03) 9653 4333
welcome@cathedral.org.au
www.cathedral.org.au

Like us on facebook.com/stpaulscathedral
Follow us on twitter.com/stpaulscathmelb

Cathedral Clergy: 
The Dean The Very Revd 
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9653 4333

The Precentor  The Revd Canon 
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9653 4306

Canon Pastor  The Revd Canon 
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Associate Priests  The Revd Canon Dr Stephen Ames
The Revd Canon Dr Jill Firth
The Revd Emily Fraser

   The Revd Matt Campbell
The Revd Rick Cheung 

 The Revd Jessica Cheung
   The Ven. Ray McInnes
   The Revd Prof. Mark Lindsay
   The Revd Prof Chou Wee Pan
      
Cathedral Office: 
Cathedral Administrator Mr Trevor Whittaker: 

9653 4302
Assistant to the Dean Ms Hannah Hornsby:
   9653 4305
Events Officer  Mr Andrew Victorsen:
   9653 4210
Shop Manager  Ms Susan Baker:
   9653 4311
Director of Philanthropy Canon Leigh Mackay
   9653 4220
Compliance Officer Mrs Dawn Connell
   9653 4321
   
Head Verger  Mr David Blake
Vergers   Mr Peter Dwyer (Dean’s Verger) 
   Mr Tim Denyer 
   Mr Jack Lindsay
   Mr Paul McDonald
   Mr Shane John
   Mr Dinuka Markalanda
   Mr Sean Cutter
   Mr Ahmed Sultan (Events Verger) 
      
Music Department:
Director of Music  Mr Philip Nicholls: 
   9653 4314
Leading Musician  Ms Kristy Biber
Cathedral Organist Mr Siegfried Franke
Sub-Organist  Mr Lachlan Redd
Assistant Organist Mrs Roslyn Carolane

Warden of Servers Mr Rob Till
Society of Bell Ringers 
Tower Captain  Mr Brian Pettet
Welcome Team  Contact the Precentor: 
   9653 4210
Flower Guild  Contact Andrew Victorsen: 
   9653 4306
Cathedral Guides  Mrs Mary Harris
Planned Giving   
Administrator  Ms Dorothea Rowse
Archives   Ms Dorothea Rowse
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