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PARISHES & SCIENCE WEEK 2018. 

 
Possibilities for Parishes 

• See the attached pdf on ‘Messy Church and Science’ from Fr Denis Webster. 
 

• Download Bishop Michael Currie’s sermon at ‘The Wedding’and discuss. 
 

• David Spriggs (parishioner at St Peter’s) is CEO of Infoexchange (app for emergency 
housing); technology being used to argue for change. David is happy to speak about 
his work.  Contact  dspriggs@infoxchange.org . 
 

• List of Australian game-changing inventions that have had to go overseas to be 
developed. See a list in Donald Horne’s The Lucky Country. 
 

• List of some other ‘game changers’ in Australia worth reflecting on:  
   .  The First Nations of Australia encountering Europeans;  
           From frontier wars to The Uluru Statement from the Heart.  
   .  Australia going to war since 1914; 
   .  Multiculturalism;  
   .  Telecom’s vision of  “a phone in every home”;  
   .  Make your own list of examples. 
 

• Theological reading and discussion:  
                     .  Wolfhart  Pannenberg. https://www.firstthings.com/article/1998/02/002-when-everything-is-permitted       

   .  N.T. Wright, Preface to Evil and The Justice of God, Preface (recommended). 
   .  On another level, see below, S. Ames, Jesus the Game Changer. 

• Invite someone to preach on the 12/8 or 19/8 and perhaps with a follow-up Q/A. 
(Contact sames@unimelb.edu.au.) 

           

• Some things planned in other parishes: 
           .  St. Peter’s E. Hill, sermon plus display of ‘stations’ on the theme in the parish  
              hall, each with one or two in attendance, for parishioners to visit and engage after  
                   the service.  

                     .  Christ Church South Yarra exploring activities with pupils from Christ Church  
                   Grammar.  
                .  People are welcome at the Cathedral 6pm, 12 August, for Choral Evensong  
                        with the sermon on ‘Jesus the Game Changer’. 
 

• Please let Stephen know the other ‘game changers’ you come up with.   
 

               

mailto:dspriggs@infoxchange.org
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/6PEeCk8vpKsM2LPET2Y8JZ?domain=firstthings.com
mailto:sames@unimelb.edu.au
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Ruminations on “Game Changers” from the meeting at the Cathedral, 15/6. 
 

• Yes, the game is changing dramatically with ubiquitous mobile technology (obvious on 
public transport) 

Preaching success at the Cathedral measured by whether the choir boys use their smart 
phones during a sermon! 

• How we spend time is changing.  The pace of life is accelerating. One result is we spend 
more time on the ‘surface’ of relationships, more transactional, for there is not time for 
deeper relating, not time for sustained concentrated effort to create, to perform, …. 
Why is the pace of life accelerating? It is not a natural phenomenon.  What brings it about? 

• Communication has shifted from the face-to-face to the digital interface. Many schools 
are now promoting face-to-face communication by banning all use of iPhones during school. 

• “24/7” is the way to refer to this permanent abstract connectedness. The balance between 
face-to-face communication and the abstracted digital communication to an absent other has 
shift in favour of the latter.    

• Multitasking becomes normal and the pace of life is increasing.  
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/creativity-without-borders/201405/the-myth-multitasking  

http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/allinthemind/the-myth-of-multitasking/6743356  

• Our control of our lives is also an issue. 

• There are issues emerging about the use of social media, but let’s affirm the positive uses of 
social media to which everyone testifies. 

• For some people Sunday morning is a respite from technology. 

• Data harvesting is now an inevitable part of being technologically connected, often without 
our knowledge or consent. 

• The nature of work is changing. Including:robotics, private/work separation and use of 
social media at work in some cases leading to lower productivity.   

• In a ‘Facebook’ world, has ‘right judgement’ been reduced to: 

    or ? 

• In discussing examples of ‘game changers’ the challenge includes discerning: 
.  what has motivated the change;   
.  the ‘game’ that has been changed; 
.  the useful from the not so useful; the potential for good or otherwise; 
.  what our faith says about any of the above; 
 
Alternatively, what ‘game’ do we most want to see changed in at least one of the following: 
in my own life; in the life of the parish; in the local community; more broadly. 

 

• As Christians, what should we resist and what should we celebrate, 
and also, what should we initiate? 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/creativity-without-borders/201405/the-myth-multitasking
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/allinthemind/the-myth-of-multitasking/6743356
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• Technology should be a tool not a master       
Where is this at risk of reversal in the following examples of scientific/technological game    

       changers (add your own favourites from a multitude of others!) 
 
      .   Data mining (e.g. Google knowing what we like and showing us ads. tailored for us). 
 

      .   Petabytes and metabytes of data (Data mining is assisted by computers being able to store  
           and access HUGE amounts of data). 
      .   Miniaturization of computers.  
      .   Crispr gene editing technology which holds out the promise of individualised solutions to  
           cancers etc. 
      .   Home pods. 
      .   Media streaming (The video store has disappeared and has been replaced by Netflix etc) 
      .   Big Batteries for houses going off the electrical grid and storing the ‘excess’ solar energy  
           from roof top panels. 

      .  The reason why many schools are banning the use of iPhones while students are at school.  

• Jesus the Game Changer 

.  Jesus brings “eternal life” changing the OT game. 
 

.   Jesus reaches out to individuals in unique ways; there is no formula. 
 

.   Jesus’ parables of the ‘Reign of God’ had great impact and still do no matter how many     
     times they are heard. 
 

.   Jesus was a game changer by challenging the game of the day; the kingdom of God    
     challenging ‘normal’ assumptions. 
 

.   Jesus teaches that we can’t resort to a rule book. 
 

.   See following notes on: If Jesus is the game changer, what is the game being changed?    
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