SERMON
Preparing to hear Christ’s Call: ‘This is my Son, the Chosen’
3rd March 2019
An Address on Discipleship given by the Dean of Melbourne, the Very Revd Dr Andreas Loewe, on the
Sunday next before Lent 2019:
Prior Reading: Luke 9.28-36
During the season of Lent, which begins this Wednesday, we will be reflecting together on what it means
for us to be, or to become, followers of Jesus. What does following Jesus’ call mean for our lives; for
the way in which we interact with one another? What is the cost of following Jesus and, conversely, is
there a gain in following Jesus? And today, at the cusp of the season of Lent, we are assured that,
indeed, it is when we follow Jesus, we may come to share God’s life; may see glimpses of God’s life in
our day to day living; may see signs of God’s glory pour in the communities of which we are a part. All
that is required for us to share in this transformational strength, our gospel reading tells us, is to listen
to what Jesus has to say to us.
A week prior to the extraordinary event described in our gospel reading, Luke reports, Jesus had asked
his disciples, ‘who do the crowds say that I am?’ Who do the people on the fringe of his followership
say that I am, he asked them. The crowds had heard Jesus teach with authority, had him heard him tell
them that in him God’s word and the prophecies of old had become fulfilled. They had witnessed him
heal countless people, raise a young man from the dead, feed thousands with a boy’s packed lunch,
had seen him command the storm and wind, and were asking the same question of Jesus that Jesus
now asked his disciples: ‘Who, then, is this man?’ they had asked themselves. And now Jesus asks his
closest friends the same question: ‘who do people say I am?’ The people believe Jesus to be a mighty
prophet, the disciples respond: ‘they answered, “John the Baptist, but others, Elijah, and still others that
one of the ancient prophets has arisen”.’
Jesus’ words and actions were those of the prophets of old: Jesus taught with the authority of Moses,
the lawgiver, led people with the same visionary power. He restored and gave life and commanded the
wind and weather with the same power as Elijah. He baptised and called to repentance in the same
way in which John the Baptist had called the people back to God. Here was indeed a mighty prophet
arisen in their midst, the people believed. And Jesus asks his closest followers, ‘but who do you say
that I am?’ And Peter, one of the first to answer Jesus’ call to discipleship, confesses: ‘The Messiah of
God’. You are the Christ, the anointed One, Peter responds.
A rare insight into Jesus’ true nature, granted Peter by divine grace, we are told in Matthew’s gospel:
‘flesh and blood have not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven’. And, at this moment of
confession, and the revelation of his true nature, God in man made manifest, Jesus turns on its head
the natural expectations of his followers. They had been taught that the Messiah was to be the Son of
David, the ruler over God’s kingdom. And Jesus tells them that his rule would not be like any other
ruler’s: ‘The Son of Man must undergo great suffering and be rejected and killed, and on the third day
be raised’. This ruler will give his life so that life may be brought to all people. And this ruler calls his
followers daily to do the same: ‘let them deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me’.
And promises them, ‘there are some here who will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God’.
Eight days later, four of his closest friends will indeed see the true nature of God’s kingdom – both the
glory of God and the frailty of humankind. They will see Jesus transfigured, see the uncreated light of
lights break into the darkness of this world, and illumine and transfuse with light Jesus. They will see
for themselves that Jesus is neither Moses, nor Elijah, come back to life: because both the lawmaker
and leader of Israel, Moses, and the prophet who had called God’s people back from the worship of
human-made idols to faith-filled living, are revealed with him on this mountain top, conversing with
Jesus. They, too, shared God’s glory: the same glory that Moses had glimpsed during his 40 days on
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the mountain where God gave him the law described in our first lesson; and which Elijah entered when
he did not taste death but bodily ascended to heaven in a whirlwind of fire. God’s glory engulfs the
mountain top, suffuses it with blazing light. And the three talk to one another, ‘speaking about his
departure’ (the Greek word used here says, Exodus) ‘which he was to accomplish in Jerusalem’.
Surrounded by glory, they talk of Jesus’ suffering to conquer death, his resurrection and ascension to
bring a life that is forever to all.
Through much of this interchange, Peter and the three other disciples ‘were weighed down with sleep’,
we read. They were awake yet their senses dulled, Luke implies. And in this half waking, half sleeping
state, they behold the three men – Moses, Jesus and Elijah – and know themselves to be in the
presence of the greatest prophets who ever lived. Which is why Peter immediately seeks to memorialise
this extraordinary moment. ‘Let us make three dwellings’, three shrines, he tells the others, so that in
future people may return to this mountain and worship the three prophets. And the gospel writer rebukes
him: he was ‘not knowing what he said’. The only three that are worthy of worship are the persons of
the Trinity, Luke implies, and makes that explicit in the interaction of the Trinity that follows immediately:
the Holy Spirit descends in the form of a cloud on Jesus and the disciples, and the Father speaks to
them, proclaiming himself that Jesus is indeed, ‘my Son, my chosen’. And he commands them: ‘listen
to him’.
At this revelation of the living God in three persons, the four disciples are terrified. The confession of
Peter, itself divinely given, of Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah, and not one of the prophets, had been
confirmed by their incredible vision. And God himself testified that his Messiah was his Son, Chosen
and beloved; Word made flesh; the living Scriptures given to them as law and liberation, words of eternal
life that they should heed. ‘Listen to him’. The four will not see the combined action of Father, Son and
Spirit again. They will see the results of their activity in the world: they will see Jesus heal, cleanse and
restore. They will see Jesus raised from death. They will see the Spirit descend on them at Pentecost.
But they will not see the three-in-one in action: Word, Spirit, Son combined in transfiguring power. The
true power of God at work in the world serves to confirm their own intuition, and to command them
simply, ‘listen to him’.
For us, who only have the witness of the disciples to rely on for our own faith-filled respond to God’s
instruction, it is to the Scriptures that we need to turn to obey that command. When we open our ears
to God’s Word, when we explore the Scriptures, we are given the opportunity to listen more carefully to
what it is that God is saying to us today. In the weeks to come, we will be looking in detail as to what it
is that we may need to put in place to be better listeners, what we may need to do, or let go of, in order
to be people who hear God speak to us. We will be thinking about what kinds of practises we may need
to take up, what kinds of patterns we need to establish or break through, in order to do what Jesus calls
his friends to do, to ‘take up the cross daily and follow me’. We will be reflecting on the kinds of gifts
that God gives us in order to enable us to enter into discipleship. And, above all, we will be reflecting
on the extraordinary nature of God – extravagant in love, transfiguring in power – who seeks us to know
him, listen to him, and follow him.
And so, in the week ahead, I invite you to do three things:
•

•

•

Think about when it is that God speaks to you. Have you ever had the sense that God has
talked with you; that you have heard him speak? Are there things you may need to do in order
to hear more clearly? I encourage you this Lent to keep a journal of your listening to God, and
to write down your experiences as you listen.
Think about what your image of Jesus is? Are you like the crowd, and see him first of all as an
inspiring teacher and worker of incredible signs? Or are you like Peter, who sees him as an
anointed king and ruler? Do you spend enough time in communion with him in prayer, and
worship, or by looking out for him in one another, fellow members of his body? What is it that
you need to do to see him as the Son, God’s Chosen?
Think about what it may mean to follow Jesus? What would it look like daily to take up the
cross? What are the things that you might deny yourself, turn your back on, in order to follow?
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And here I am not talking about what it may or may not be that you are going to give up this
Lent – biscuits, wine or chocolate – but more fundamental patterns in life. And finally, think
about what the cross is that you already bear, and how might that burden become easier,
lighter, when you are linked with Christ?
‘From the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, the Chosen, listen to him”. It is my prayer for
us, as we prepare to share with Jesus in re-tracing the exodus he was to accomplish in Jerusalem this
Lent, that his word would be a lantern to our feet and a light to our paths, that in our following we might
be given glimpses of the work of the three-in-one among us, and know ourselves to be sustained by
the transformative power of the God who calls us to be his disciples.
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